
Cedar Newsletter 2024-25 

Spring  Term 1  

General Class News: 

 

After the fun of the festive season, we  

continue with our differentiated Fresh 

Start reading and writing intervention,   

improve our social  and independence 

skills with Talking About Community and 

have fun whilst improving our well being 

with Mr Chadwick's games and activities - 

a great way to start our day! 

 

 

Maths 

Mr Evans class will cover Fractions, Decimals, Percentages, Perimeter, Area,         

Volume, and Rounding. We will be finalising pupils' entry level coursework and 

starting to look at past papers in preparation for completing assessments. Pupils 

working towards Level 1 will also look at statistics, learning about charts and graphs. 

 

 

 

Mr Hamiltons class will continue to develop their everyday number skills using 

time, money and fractions. The following website is packed with fun games to help 

students’ understanding of fractions and decimals   

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/fractions-and-decimals 

Upcoming Diary Dates: 
 

Number Day 

7th February 

 

Safer Internet Day 

11th February 

 

Cross Country 

12th February 

 

HALF TERM WEEK 

17th –21st Feb 2025 



English 

In Mrs Gilman class Pupils explore the genre of Fantasy Worlds, using extracts from 

favourite books and films to inspire our writing and drama.  We revise and consolidate 

spelling and grammar ready for our final written exam pieces and complete the  

speaking and listening tasks. Pupils take their final reading papers.   

At home,  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zfw9bdm  has some super games 

to practise spelling and grammar. 

In Mr Kelly’s class we will be following on from last term's intensive writing focus, this 

spring we will hone in on those core reading skills in preparation for end of year       

assessments. Through novel extracts, non-fiction texts and past papers, pupils will 

look at sharpening their information retrieval, word group identification and inference 

skills.  

Science 

In the spring term the students will continue working 

through their physics unit. They will design, carry out 

and evaluate an experiment investigating which shoe 

gives the best grip on a range of floor surfaces. The 

students will then learn about other examples of   

friction in the wider world. 

Computer Science 

Pupils will use Microsoft publisher to produce at 

least two pieces of work. One will be a proposed 

business card and a second will focus on an event 

RSHE 
 

In the first half of spring term we will be looking at managing our feelings. We will be 

understanding different types of relationships and the responsibilities that come with 

them. We will try to understand that there can be misunderstandings and that     

sometimes relationships can end for a number of different reasons. 



Duke of Edinburgh 

This half term the students will be practising local 

walking routes and cooking on the gas stoves. We 

would like students to try and build their stamina up 

by carrying equipment along the way.  

Topic 

In spring term will be focusing on the religion of Islam. We will understand its origin, 

the rites of passage and explore the daily life of an Islamic person. We will look at     

Islamic festivals and why they take place. We will look at laws and beliefs practiced. 

Pupils will get to know what foods are consumed and we will research the many   

beautiful places of worship used by Muslim people.  

Independent Living 

This term in independent living pupils will be learning about shopping and budgeting 

including how to plan and budget for weekly meals, and food hygiene and safety.  

After that they will be planning a 1 week trip using 3 means of transport and              

explaining how to travel safely. 

Enterprise 

In Enterprise pupils will be able to use various tools used in carpentry e.g. drills,    

sanders, jigsaws and various saws.  They will be able to cut and drill  pieces of wood to 

precise measurements. Using  power tools to build a wooden structure of a nautical 

theme - this may be a fish/whale sculpture, boat or lighthouse. Know the health and 

safety issues relating to the use of power tools and to adhere to safe working practice 

standards in the workshop. 



Food: 

The students will be learning how to make some basic, everyday meals for themselves, 

including pastries, cakes and popular main courses. The emphasis will be on the students 

working increasingly independently.  
 

Animal Care: 

Bert's Amazing Creatures visit the school and we take a trip to The Bug Parc.  Pupils  

learn how to care for exotic pets with Percy the snake, bearded gheko and a tarantula. 

Pupils complete a Web quest booklet and classroom display on an exotic pet of their 

choice.   We also visit the wild ponies at Hickling Broad with NT and NWT guides. 
 

                           https://www.bertsamazingcreatures.co.uk/about-us/ 
 

                 https://www.thebugparc.com/ 
 

Sport: 

Sports Leaders in Year 10  will be moving onto the Level 1 course which involves   

planning and preparing session plans to then deliver to younger students in the 

school. The Sports Leaders will build on knowledge they have learnt in terms of how 

they communicate and demonstrate activities to younger students 
 

Construction: 

In construction pupils will be able to use various tools used in carpentry e.g. drills,    

sanders, jigsaws and various saws.  They will be able to cut and drill a minimum of two 

pieces of wood to precise measurements. Using at least two power tools to build a 

wooden structure. Know the health and safety issues relating to the use of power tools 

and to adhere to safe working practice standards in the workshop. 
 

Art: 

This half term we will look at which materials can be used to create 

sculptures, experimenting with new techniques and materials to create 

their own personal 3D pieces of art work. When you are out with your 

child see if you can spot different types of sculptures and have a guess 

how they were constructed. 

OPTIONS—In Y10 & 11 pupils choose one or two of the offered options 


