
The Strand 
February 2022—office@sidestrandhall.norfolk.sch.uk– 01263 578144 

 Friday 11th February—Half Term 

 Monday 21st February—Back to School 

 Friday  1st April—Easter Holidays (finish 

at earlier time of 13:30) 

 Wednesday 20th April—Back to School 

         Event days in school 

Dates for your diary Winter Term 

Ms Shelley Taylor, Deputy Head 

Families in hardship and needing wider support  

In addition to the Local Authority providing a £15 
free school meal voucher, via the school, for the    

February half term anyone experiencing hardship 
may be able to receive support through the Norfolk 
Assistance Scheme (NAS). NAS may also be able to     
provide support for food, fuel, clothes and other 
essential household items. Phone 0344 800 8020 

for support.  

Firstly, on behalf of the whole staff team, can I say a 

huge thank you for your support this term; as you are 

all aware we have really struggled with staffing due to 

the impact of Covid.  

As always the students have shown us how resilient 

they are as many have had disruptions to their class 

teams.  We are really hoping that next term we see less 

disruption.  

 

 
 

Despite this, it has been great  that we have returned 

to a full curriculum for their TITAN training.  

It is nice to see the first signs of Spring and I am         

confident that as we move in to a new term there will 

be even more exciting things to look forward to. 

I hope you enjoy reading this latest edition and seeing 

some of the things the students have been learning 

about.  

Wishing you all a good Half Term Holiday.  



 

 

 

16+ Travel Payments 

Letters regarding these should have been received by families from the County 
school transport department for Term 4. Please pay by the deadline. 16-19    

bursary applicants are NOT covered for Term 4 so parents/carers need to make 
the payments themselves as per our previous correspondence. 

 
Materials 

Materials payments for Term 4 will be due when we return. Please 

ensure payments are made to the school or on Schoolmoney. These 

payments allow us to provide (among other things) ingredients for 

food technology lessons so that parents don't have to buy and send 

the ingredients into school.  

We’ve had a great to start to the new year in Oak Class. 

We started reading “Brother In The Land” by Robert      

Swindell. The book is about Danny and his little brother 

Ben surviving a nuclear holocaust. Lots of  suspense where 

normal life is suddenly replaced by uncertainty and survival.  

Our new topic is Asia which is proving very popular. Via Expedia we have visited 

Hong Kong in China, Seoul in South Korea, Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam and    

Kyoto in Japan. We produced fact files with subheadings including culture,       

religion, architecture and our favourite: cuisine (pictured below)!                               

In DT we have been           

designing and  constructing 

a marble maze and key 

holders with Mr Bonnington 

(page 4).  

In PE we have been         

practising new skills in    

handball with Mr Wright 

and our favourite part of the 

lesson was scoring! 

Oak 

Class 

 

Olive Class have been learning about  

Hinduism. During worship, Hindus use 

many items, which are kept on a Puja tray. 

The items include a bell, a pot of water, a diva lamp, an 

incense burner, a pot of kum kum powder, and a 

spoon. Puja involves offering light, incense, flowers and 

food to the deities (the gods). The children put bindi 

spots on each other and used their senses to taste the 

fruit and smell the incense stick. 



 
 

News from the Kitchen 

Our new menu is below and we start with week one after half term. Don’t forget, if you’re ordering via 

the Schoolmoney App, orders must be placed by midnight on Wednesday for the following week. 

SIDESTRAND HALL SCHOOL LUNCH MENU 
 

 JELLY AND GLUTEN FREE YOGURTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WITH DIETARY REQUIREMENTS. 
PACK LUNCH BAGS: HAM OR CHEESE SANDWICH, BOTTLE OF WATER, YOGURT & A PIECE OF FRUIT. 

 

WEEK 1 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Hot  Pork & beef 
meatballs, pasta, 

sweetcorn & 
garlic bread 
GF PASTA 

DF BOLOGNAISE  

Beef & onion 
pie, mash, 

carrots, peas & 
gravy 

GF COTTAGE PIE 
DF 

BBQ chicken 
melt, wedges, & 

salad 
GF 

DF WITHOUT 
CHEESE 

Bacon & cheese 
quiche with new 
potatoes & salad 

 
 
 

Fish, chips & 
peas 

 
 

GF FISH FINGERS 
DF 

Vegetarian Quorn sweet & 
sour with rice 

 
 
 

GF/DF 

Vegetable pizza 
(sweetcorn, 

mushrooms & 
peppers) with 

wedges 
GF/DF 

Quorn fillet, 
roast potatoes, 
carrots, peas & 

gravy 
 

GF/DF 

Cheese & potato 
pie with BBQ 

beans 
 
 

GF/DF 

Breaded veggie 
nuggets, chips & 

beans 
 
 

DF 

Dessert 
Fruity oatie with 

citrus icing 

Summer fruit 
crumble with 

custard 

Cherry muffin 
with chocolate 

milkshake 

Vanilla sponge 
with custard 

Strawberry jelly 
& ice cream 

Week One: 21 February/ 7 March/ 18 April/ 2 May/ 6 June/ 20 June/ 4 July/ 18 July 

 
 

WEEK 2 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Hot 

Chicken curry, 
roasted 

vegetables, rice 
& naan bread 
GF/ DF RED 

SAUCE 

Sausage, mash, 
cabbage, brocolli 

& gravy 
 
 

GF/DF 

Roast chicken, 
roast potatoes, 
carrots, peas & 

gravy 
 

GF/DF 

Pasta Bolognaise 
with sweetcorn 
& garlic bread 

 
 

GF/DF 

Pork & apple 
burger, chips & 

beans 
 
 

GF/DF 

Vegetarian 

Shepherd’s pie 
with mixed 
vegetables 

 
GF/DF 

Vegetable curry 
with rice & naan 

bread 
 

GF 

Cheese & onion 
quiche with 

wedges & salad 
 
 

Jacket potato 
with cheese 

salad 
GF 

DF BEANS 

Quorn hot dog, 
chips & beans 

 
  

GF 

Dessert 
Raspberry & 

chocolate 
muffin 

Fruit salad Rice pudding Mandarin jelly 
Vanilla cupcake 

with icing 

Week Two: 28 February/ 14 March/ 28 March/ 25 April/ 9 May/ 23 May/ 13 June/ 11 July 

 
 



We are looking forward to marking  25 years of World 

Book Day next term, on Thursday 3rd March. Whole 

School Literacy Lead Teacher, Mrs Jones, has started 

making lots of plans to celebrate our love of books.  

Some of our staff will be reading excerpts from their 

own childhood favourites to groups of students,         

including Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, The 

Shrinking of Treehorn by Florence Parry Heide , Mrs 

Pepperpot by Alf PrØysen and The Jolly Postman by     

Janet & Allan Ahlberg, and loads more. What are your 

favourites? 

 

Workshop Wonders!  

Mr Bonnington supported students from 

Oak and Beech Classes  to create these     

fabulous Beach Hut Key Holders. 

Cromer Lights Up!  Well done to Travis for being one of the 

four winners of the annual Cromer 

Christmas Lights  Poster Competition. 

There were a  staggering 380 entries 

from local schools! 

His prize winning design was made into 

Christmas cards by The Copy Shop in 

Cromer.   

Best of all though, Travis got to switch 

on the Christmas lights with Santa after 

the crowd did a 10 second countdown!  



Can you melt a 
solid? 

 Fig Class Fig class has been learning all about Asia this half term. First we have travelled to Asia, 

checked in at the airport using our passports, had our bags checked and labelled and 

boarded the plane making sure we sat in the right seat. After the safety talk, we took off! 

We had inflight snacks and arrived in Asia happy and safe. 

Whilst in Asia we explored India and China. We really enjoyed celebrating Chinese New Year and the 

Year of the Tiger. We have made Chinese Lanterns, a huge Chinese Dragon, small hand held dragons and 

learnt how to write our names in Chinese too! We have loved learning about the amazing continent of 

Asia. 

Conker's class have been learning about States of Matter in Science.                                
They have been asking lots of questions like:  

Conkers Class 

   

The main question was, “Does melted chocolate have to go in the freezer to 

make it solid again?”   

Thinking about that question, we made our own experiment and made        

predictions. We put the chocolate in a bowl, then melted it in the microwave. 

We popped the bowl on a window sill, away from the radiator and checked 

back after a few days to see if it was solid. Lots of Conkers children were right! 

Henly predicted it might make itself round and then turn back into a square. 

Alfie predicted the chocolate would return to its normal state of a solid. 



Anguish’s Educational Foundation 

Are you struggling to pay for school uniform, or need help to pay for your child’s         

residential school trip? 
 

If so, financial help may be available from Anguish’s Educational Foundation. 

This charity supports Norwich families on a low income, whether you are working or receiving benefits. 

 

You can contact Anguish’s Educational Foundation by emailing: 

info@norwichcharitabletrusts.org.uk 

Or leave a message on: 01603 621023 

 

A Grants Officer will contact you to discuss whether we can help you. 

 

 

Who’s this on the kart track?   

Mrs Adams spotted a Muntjac deer from 

her office window! She named him Monty. 

Wildlife Watch at Sidestrand 
We have seen not one, not two, but 

three Red Kites flying over our Scots 

Pines near the clifftop. These birds of 

prey can have a wing span of up to 

195cm! They eat carrion and worms 

and sometimes small mammals too. 

I heard it before I saw 

it, the very noisy call of 

a Ring-Necked           

Parakeet,  the UK’s  

only naturalised      

parrot flying overhead!  

Acorns Class  have been learning all about Spain for their Topic work. They created a large model of         

the famous The Basilica de la Sagrada Familia in Barcelona. The children built it using 

cardboard,  recycled containers and papier-mâché, before painting it.  



Sports Round Up 
BY MR WRIGHT, P.E. TEACHER 

Cross Country 

During this half-term, we saw the return of some Sidestrand Hall Cross 

Country! We’re very lucky to have some great terrain for our runs, through 

the woodland paths. The students have worked really hard in the cold and 

damp weather!  

Above: Conkers class, being put through their paces., across the muddy terrain. 

Handball 

Most classes tried a new sport called    

Handball. Handball has elements of        

basketball and football mixed together. 

Winter Olympics 

Finally, due to the Winter Olympics currently being on our television some 

of the students got to try out the sport of Curling. In Curling, stones are slid 

down a sheet of ice to a target area. It has been featured in the Winter 

Olympics since 1924, nearly 100 years! The next Winter Olympics will be 

held in Milan, Italy. 

Pictured above are students from Birch class, giving it a go.   

Milan 2026 here they come!  



The completion closing date is Friday, 11th March and will be judged by the Heads of House. 

The winning designs will be used by each house. 

Miss Thurston, Red House Leader, has organised a House Competition, open 

to all our students. They are being given the chance to design a logo for their 

house. There are four things to remember when designing the logo:  
Include the colour of the Think about what it means to be   

house                                      part of a team 

 

A good logo is simple and     It should include the Sidestrand  

eye catching                            Hall School’s dragonfly logo 

Immunisations Team 

The nurses will be visiting us on 

Thursday 24th February to                  

administer the Covid vaccine to our 

students aged 7 to 11 years old.  

Consent must be provided online 

by noon on 23rd February. 

0300 555 5055 

Useful Numbers 

Transport at County  

0344 800 8020 

Absence Line  

01263 578144—please ring before 9am with full 

details of absence (i.e. the specific symptoms 

your child has)- thank you 

“BIG NORFOLK     

HOLIDAY FUN”         

IS BACK!  

If you qualify for Free 

School Meals, you can    

access activities for free by 

quoting the code which 

has been already been 

sent to you. 

The scheme is due to run 

from the 4th to 19th April 

for children aged 5-16  


