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Last day of term—Thursday 21st October– 

15:00 finish 

Back to school—Monday, 1st November 

Friendship Week—w/c 15th November 

Children in Need—Friday, 19th November 

Flu Vaccination—Friday, 19th November 

School photos—Wednesday, 24th             

November 

Sixth Form  Open Evening—Wednesday, 

24th November 

Carol Service—Tuesday, 14th December 

Christmas Dinner—Wednesday, 15th          

December 

 Rewards Assembly—Thursday, 16th        

December 

Last day of term—Friday, 17th December—

13:30 finish 

Back to school—Wednesday, 5th January 

0300 555 5055 

0344 800 8020 

01263 578144—Option 1 (BEFORE 9.15AM) 

 

What a busy half term! It has been great to get almost 

back to normal, however, Covid hasn’t gone away and we had to close some classes and request PCR 

tests. We can’t thank you enough for your ongoing support and understanding as we continue to        

navigate the situation and do what we can to keep our staff and students safe and healthy. The House 

Leaders have been getting to know their students and we had our first House Competition (page 6). Well 

done to all the students who took part. During our Harvest Festival assembly we gave thanks for what 

we have and to the families who made contributions for the North Norfolk Foodbank. In September, we 

were joined by 38 new students and 2 new teachers: Mr Wright in Beech Class to cover PE Teacher Mrs 

Beane while on maternity, and Mrs Harvey who joined Fig Class. We said goodbye to TA Miss Bailey, and 

also to Mr Hield from Maple Class who has contributed so much to the school over the past 10 years. 

Starting as a TA and leaving as an instructor, he is now ready to pursue his teaching career. We wish him 

all the best for the future. Have a restful half term break.  

SIDESTRAND HALL PARENTS 
Two of our parent governors, Rachel Middleton and Lloyd 

Johnson, run a private Facebook group called “Sidestrand 

Hall Parents”, which is open to parents of students from 

our school and sixth form. Please join to link up with    

other parents and share information. 



 
has had a busy and productive start to the new academic year. Our topic 

is South America which is proving to be very interesting. We found out that the capital, 

Brasilia, was only built in the late 1950’s and is full of brutalist and modernist architecture 

and wide avenues. It is also shaped like a bird!! We have identified the human and       

physical features of Brazil including The Andes mountain range, The Amazon and Rio de la 

Plata. In English we have been reading the thought provoking book, ‘The Story Like the Wind’ which is 

about refugees and the perilous journey they go on. The whole class showed empathy and sympathy for 

their plight. In PE we have been football training with Mr Wright. We have been focusing on passing and 

competing in mini matches. A great term so far.  

BRASILIA, THE CAPITAL 

OF BRAZIL 

CHESTNUT CLASS have been learning First 

Aid skills this half term.  They have learnt DR ABC to 

assess the casualty and practiced some life saving 

skills such as moving the casualty into the recovery position,     

helping someone who is choking and chest compressions.   

Do you know your 

DR ABC? 

We’re selling mixed 

Hollyhock seeds 

from reception, for 

only 50p a packet, 

as part of our class 

enterprise project. 

Check out the festival in half term; it’s a celebration of 
all things “science”! Norwich Science Festival is your 
chance to explore the wonders of the universe, meet 
the scientists whose research has changed our world 

and debate some big questions with some big-thinkers. 
The Festival offers inspirational exhibitions, sensational 
shows and an abundance of hands-on science activities 

for all ages and all levels of knowledge. 



Our school was delighted to accept a donation from Vera 

Woolven. Vera taught English at Sidestrand Hall School for 

over thirty years, starting in the 1970s. In more recent years, 

Vera has been a member of the Northrepps Luncheon Club. 

When the club recently closed due to lack of interest, Vera 

thought of Sidestrand Hall School as a worthy recipient of the 

funds held by the club. Along with her fellow club member 

Linda, Vera visited the school to present Sarah with a cheque. 

We are incredibly grateful for the donation and will keep you 

posted on what we        

purchase for the school. 

Mrs Clarke, the librarian, has started a 

lunchtime club. Children can visit during their lunch break 

and choose from a variety of activities. Monday to     

Thursday, they can select a book to read, play board 

games together, do jigsaw puzzles or get creative with   

colouring. Friday lunchtime is movie time! This term there 

have been showings of Ice Age 2 and Dr Doolittle 

Some students are library     

assistants, helping Mrs Clarke 

to register new books and sort 

out borrowed books.  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer      
   Find information on support in education. Learn about special needs services that can 
help children, young people and their families. Find a support network - parents, groups 
and organisations. Get guidance and advice about how to help a young person plan their 

adult life. Check out Norfolk SEND—Local Offer website, link above. 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE GOVERNORS The first meeting of the year has 

taken place, so the Governors are all ready to begin work to support the staff 
and make some visits in to school. Two of our Governors resigned towards the 

end of last term so we welcome both Marie Greer and Harvey Barrington as 
Co-opted Governors to the Board. We hope this half term is going well and 
students are now settled in to their classes and making good progress. We 

look forward to meeting new parents and carers  – Governors can be           
contacted via the School Office and our details are on the school website, with 

photos in Reception. Angela Wrighton, Chair of Governors 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

The government funded  “Summer 

Schools“ across England. The children 

enjoyed maths and English as well as 

sports, cooking, and crafts. The school 

was visited by the Community Sports 

Foundation. The children also got the    

opportunity to make tie-dye t-shirts. 

WE’RE COLLECTING! THERE’S STILL TIME! 

Morrisons is giving away FREE gardening equipment to schools!  

With a MyMorrisons account, collect Grow Tokens when you shop online 

or in store and donate them to our school. For more information visit  

itsgoodtogrow.co.uk. 

CLOSING DATE IS OCTOBER 24TH 



 

 

Congratulations to Pine Class for their “Message in a Bottle Top” competition entry, in the Summer term. 

There were over 100 entries, featuring more than 90,000 bottle tops, repurposed into vibrant and    

beautiful art. Pine’s “Sammy the Seal”, highlighting the danger that plastic flying rings pose to marine 

mammals, earned them a place amongst the top ten finalists in the country. Although they didn’t win, 

following a public vote, the class received a certificate in recognition of their fantastic and               

thought–provoking entry. 

 

Last year, we shared some exciting news about 

Cory from Conkers, who has been racing karts in 

the regional and national championships. Cory 

races in the Cadets section for 8-13 year olds 

and is the only racer with SEN. He finished 7th 

out of 31 drivers in the national championship. 

The regional season doesn’t end until               

December, but with just a small number of     

races to go, Cory is maintaining his number one 

spot at the top of the table. Good luck in the 

Winter national championships which begins at 

the end of this month, from all of us!  

 

 

           CONGRATULATIONS TO PINE CLASS 

 

 

  ENDEAVOUR CLASS 

This term, sixth form students have  started 

to undertake their TITAN Training, which teaches 

them about independent travel. They have visited 

Cromer and Sheringham to learn about road safety, 

while developing their confidence and independence. 

The students have    

visited local shops and 

cafes as part of their 

training and used a 

map to find their way 

around. Successful     

training provides 

greater freedom for 

students so they're 

less reliant on      

parents and carers.  

If your child would 

like to donate to 

the annual Poppy        

Appeal, poppies 

will be available to 

buy from            

Reception from           

November 1st.  



YELLOW 

Mrs Porter  

 

GREEN  

Mr Hoskins   

RED  

Miss Thurston 

BLUE 

Mr Hamilton 

We have four Houses at Sidestrand Hall School. They are named after the colours blue, green, red and  

yellow. Our new Heads of Houses will be part of your child’s journey at school, and will be monitoring 

their wellbeing, learning outcomes and behaviour. This term they ran competition across the whole 

school to design a pumpkin. The winning designs from each house were drawn by Riley (Blue House), 

Dominic (Red House), Rosie (Yellow House) and Joshua (Green House). All the winners received a            

certificate and some chocolate. The overall winner was awarded 20 house points! There was a pumpkin 

lantern trail in our Butterfly Enchanted Woods and all the designs were put on display in the library. 

    



Thank you so much to all the parent/carers and staff 

who donated items to this years Harvest Festival for 

the North Norfolk Foodbank. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL  

FAMILIES IN HARDSHIP AND 
NEEDING WIDER SUPPORT  
In addition to the offer of FSM vouchers for eligible 
families, there is support available for families who 

are facing hardship and need support.   
Anyone experiencing hardship may be able to receive 

support through the Norfolk Assistance Scheme 
(NAS), which may be able to provide support for 
food, fuel, clothes and other essential household 

items to families experiencing hardship. Wider      
support from a range of partners can then also be 

made available with NAS working alongside the     
Children’s Services Community and Partnerships    

service. Families may get in touch with NAS via their               
dedicated website which includes an online               

application at             

 Norfolk Assistance Scheme - Norfolk County 
Council  

or by  calling 0344 800 8020 if they have 

no internet access.                                                                           

         OLIVE CLASS 
The children in Olive Class 

were  excited to receive a        

beautiful Biorb fish tank, 

with lots of accessories 

from OASE UK Ltd, in     

Horsham St Faith. Thank 

you so much to them for 

their generous donation. 

The children are  looking forwards to taking 

care of their tropical fish which will arrive after 

half term. Watch this space! 

FIG CLASS have been      

learning about the animals which live 

in the different layers of the Amazon             

Rainforest: the canopy, the understorey, the 

forest floor and the emergent layer. The          

students made some beautiful dioramas to 

show the animals in 

their habitats. 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/support-for-living-independently/money-and-benefits/norfolk-assistance-scheme
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/support-for-living-independently/money-and-benefits/norfolk-assistance-scheme

