
 

 

The Strand 
 sidestrandhall.org.uk 

Welcome to our latest Newsletter     

  OCTOBER 2020 

 

Please remember we are a    

NUT FREE SCHOOL 

Please don’t bring in nuts 

or products containing 

nuts. 

Thank you for helping to 

keep our children safe. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER– LAST DAY OF TERM           

MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER—FIRST DAY OF WINTER TERM 

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER—CHILDREN IN NEED—MUFTI £1 

MONDAY 16TH—FRIDAY 20TH—FRIENDSHIP WEEK  

WEDNESDAY 25TH NOVEMBER—SCHOOL PHOTOS                      

THURSDAY 26TH NOVEMBER—SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING          

WEDNESDAY 16TH DECEMBER—CHRISTMAS THEME DAY 

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER—LAST DAY OF TERM (13:30 FINISH) 

 

  

Although we have been unable to make our 

regular visits to school the work of the          

Governors has continued and we have been 

kept informed of all the decisions, changes and 

arrangements which Covid has made            

necessary. We hope that all pupils have now 

settled back into school routine. We would like 

to make you aware that one of our Parent/

Carer Governors has recently resigned, and we 

have a vacancy, which gives the opportunity for 

someone new to join our Governing Body.   

Details are available from the school office. We 

would like to thank Mrs Dianne Davis for all her  

contributions to the life of the school during 

her time as a Governor, and particularly for 

setting up the Parent/Carer support group 

which has been such a success.                                    

Angela Wrighton, Chair of Governors 

Miss Taylor, Deputy Head  

It has been great to welcome all the students back to start this 
new academic year.  We are proud of how our students have 
coped and responded to some of the changes that we have had 
to put in place, which makes their school day look a little    
different.  They have adapted and have done really well and I 
think the majority of students have been glad to get back in to 
school and we are certainly all pleased to be back.  Thank you 
for your support in the phased return to school, which enabled 
us to return to school safely and for the students to feel well 
supported.  We had over thirty new students join us along with 
welcoming five new Teaching Assistants, so it has been great to 
welcome lots of new faces.   

This term we have had students busy doing lots of outside  
learning.  In Olive they had a morning of digging for bones, and 
then have been busy making fossils (see page 3).  There has 
been some lovely art work being displayed by Chestnut class, 
titled ‘Insect Art’, using natural resources.  In upper school as 
part of their outdoor learning, they have been clearing the    
garden and allotment areas, which will enable younger students 
to make better use of them (see page 2).   We also need to give 
a big thank you to our staff who are working hard to support the 
students during the current time; all our staff are giving a little 
bit more in the day to ensure the best outcomes for our         
students.  

This term has also seen Mrs Young being seconded to the Local 
Authority for two days a week and is working on supporting   
Special Educational Need projects in Norfolk.  On these two 
days, I will be Acting Headteacher.  

Have a good Half Term and stay safe.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

CEDAR                  HAZEL                  MAPLE               POPLAR                SYCAMORE  

Fantastic work has been carried out by all the pupils 
in Year 10 and Year 11 who have been completing 
much needed ground works, clearing weeds, fixing 

raised beds, cutting willow and hedges in the school    
garden which had become overgrown during     

lockdown. Mr Evans took some aerial photographs 
with a drone which show just how hard everyone 

has worked.  With the freshly cleared area,          
Sycamore have been carrying out a very exciting 
maths lesson  using the drone to be able to make 
some very accurate plans of the garden. The plans 
have enabled the students to measure and design 

the area for some more raises beds.   

Well done to Hazel class teacher Mr Davies and his 
Key Stage 4 Ground Force Team for their amazing 

efforts!  

FOLLOW OUR PROGRESS ON THE SCHOOL 
TWITTER FEED 



         OLIVE CLASS  

 

We made a mammoth 

to scale on the floor, to 

show the children the 

actual size of the West 

Runton    Mammoth.  

Enormous!  We also 

excavated 8 huge 

bones that we think 

dated back to 600 

thousand years ago !  

SCHOOL TRANSPORT  

If your child will be collected by 

you instead of their usual taxi,                  

ENSURE YOU CALL RECEPTION 

ON  

01263 578144 

AND 

NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL ON       

0344 800 8020  

 

FUNDRAISING FOR YOUR SCHOOL 

Do you buy from  Amazon? If you do, please consider using 
Smile Amazon instead and select Strands as your charity.  

Since June 2019, Strands has received £133 in donations from 
purchase from Smile Amazon. All school purchases are also 

made via  Smile Amazon.  

BEECH CLASS  What a great start to the new 

school year. Making new 
friends and being happy in 

Beech Class.  

In English we have been      
reading ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’.   

Ahmet has started a new school and is          
reluctant to speak to anybody…where is he 

from and what is his story? In Art we learnt to 
do 3D drawings using different pencil         

techniques and we also used new skills to 
draw a cupcake. 

In PE we have been playing basketball and 
tennis which has been really good fun. 

For outdoor learning we have been bird 
watching, looking for different objects in the 

wild and we have finished off lessons with  
David Attenborough’s ‘Our Planet’. 

PIONEER CLASS  Sixth form students have been 

working in the woods behind their     

classrooms with hands-on learning       

opportunities while increasing                

environmental awareness. Tasks involved 

removing fallen logs, clearing nettles and 

other weeds in order to  create a recreational             

environment for our students to enjoy.  

28.9.20 L.O: To be able to use my measuring skills to create a life size mammoth to scale.  
                       To be able to measure using metres.          
                       PSHCE-  To be able to work as a team.  

 



 

In addition to our wonderful library bus, we now have a brand new library in school! Work 

began at the end of the summer term, transforming the former Maple Class into a modern 

library with a new, lower ceiling, bold coloured walls , a bright carpet and new furniture.    

Mrs Clarke has been appointed as our Librarian, and she has been busy getting all the books 

ready for our Accelerated Reader program. As well as being packed with fantastic books, the 

new library room will have a cosy corner with sofas for quiet reading and a working area with 

desks.  The library is almost finished and we can’t wait to start using it!  

Mrs Clarke 

Out with the 

old! 

Before 

After 

Furniture arriving 

 
We will have a mufti 

day on Friday 13tth     

November to raise 

money for Children 

in Need. Don’t      

forget to bring a £1 

donation, thank 

you! 

NOVEMBER 25TH—SCHOOL PHOTOS 


