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Welcome back

Maisy having
fun in the snow

Firstly and most importantly I hope you are all well and doing okay during
this difficult time. We can only hope that brighter days are coming and that
we will soon be in a position to get the students back to school and that
our lives will return to something that looks a bit more like we are used
to. Our staff have worked hard this term, supporting virtual learning and
supporting students in school and hopefully this newsletter will again
demonstrate the creative ways our staff have got students involved. Maisy
is certainly missing school and looks forward to getting back and seeing
everyone again. I hope you have enjoyed the snow. After Half Term we will
be writing to parents to let you know our plans for the students
return. Take care and see you all soon.

Ms Taylor, Deputy Head

NEWS FROM OUR GOVERNORS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Although this term has seen a return to home
schooling and learning for some, we continue to
monitor the ever changing provision which our
staff are managing in this difficult situation and
look forward to a return to the classroom for all.
There is good news however, as we welcome Mr
Lloyd Johnson as our new Parent Governor as his
term of office has begun. He will be able to support
Parents and carers and provide a link between the
Governing Body and families.

Wednesday 17th March*—Y9 HPV2 vaccine

Angela Wrighton, Chair of Governors

Friday 26th March—Easter holidays

Monday 12th April—Back to school
*This date is subject to change depending on
Covid restrictions. With regards to the in-school
vaccination programme, the missed dates in
January will be rescheduled by the
Immunisation Team. We will keep you posted!

Wildlife in Winter
We are lucky to be close to the sea and surrounded by fields and woodland at Sidestrand Hall School.
Throughout the year, we can see lots of different birds, mammals, amphibians and insects as well as different
trees,Pale
wildTussock
flowers Moth
and fungus. There are three animals that we won’t see at the moment because they
Caterpillar
hibernate in winter: hedgehogs, dormice and bats.

The Winter Support Fund given by the
government to the Local Authority will be
providing free school meal vouchers for
February half term. The school will be
organising these vouchers on behalf of the
Local Authority and these will be sent out in
the week before half term either by post or
via email using whatever preference parents
have previously expressed to us.
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https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
The Change For Life website has some fantastic
ideas to “eat well and move more”. Being stuck at
home, it’s never been more important to look after
yours and your child’s mental and physical
wellbeing. The website has fun games, recipes and
both indoor and outdoor activities to get moving!
Check it out and make being healthy lots of fun!

FIG
WIN!

Ms Taylor had a really
hard job in judging the
Christmas doors and
displays that the students
and staff worked so hard
on. The standard was very
high, but it was Fig Class
and their Polar Express
themed door which won
on the day! Well done!

MS TAYLOR

NEWS FROM KS4
Wednesday morning saw Hazel and Poplar classes
whipping up pancakes thanks to Mr Davies’s online
cooking class. Meanwhile, in school, Maple students
have been busy with the wood chipper and painting
the shed in the garden. KS4 students have also been
taking part in Couch to 5K and doing Joe Wicks
workouts on YouTube.

PINE CLASS have been trying out their artistic skills by drawing cartoons with Rob
Biddulph. Who on earth is Rob Biddulph, I hear you ask? Well...He is a bestselling and multi
award-winning author/illustrator. He is also the official World Book Day Illustrator for 2019, 2020 and 2021. In
March 2020 he started #DrawWithRob, a series of twice-weekly draw-along videos designed to help parents
whose children were forced to stay home from school due to the coronavirus pandemic. It proved immensely
popular, garnering millions of views and international media coverage. It has been used as a learning resource
by thousands of families across the globe. On 21 May 2020 he broke the Guinness World Record for the largest
ever online art class when 45,611 people tuned in to his live #DrawWithRob YouTube class, and in July 2020 he
was named as a Point of Light by the Prime Minister, an award that recognises outstanding individuals who are
make a change in their community. The first #DrawWithRob activity book was published in July 2020, is a Sunday
Times number one bestseller and won the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Award 2020. Draw With Rob at Christmas
was published in October 2020 and is also a number one bestseller. I think you’ll agree that we have some very
talented artists in Pine Class.

Find out more or join in the fun with Rob at www.robbiddulph.com

We’d like to tell you about Parent Zone, a fantastic website which not only offers guidance to parents on
staying safe online, but also provides lots of learning opportunities through links to other useful websites
aimed at children of all ages. Whatever your child is interested in, you’ll be sure to find something to inspire
them; from maths challenges and word games, to virtual tours of art galleries and museums, there’s
something for everyone. Listen to authors reading stories with Book Trust, learn how to code with Tynker,
take a virtual tour of a volcano or a glacier with National Parks, but most of all: have fun!
Tynker, the
number one
coding site for 5
to 17 year olds.

Aimed at primary school children
and beyond!

Inspiring children of all ages
to love books

Using art to promote
wellbeing

Alphablocks &
Numberblocks,
aimed at under
11’s

A website for older children to
explore the world of science

For children of all ages to find out
all about animals, geography,
history, science, maths and
English

Get inspired at the Tate
Gallery

Maths and spelling for KS2

Maths and spelling games
for children under 14

Join author Michael Rosen on
YouTube for poems and stories

https://parentzone.org.uk/

BEECH BUBBLE

As well as a students sharing WW2 medals and photographs and
another a photo of his dog Tallulah in Show and Tell, the students
have really enjoyed our topic and outdoor learning lessons. Our topic
this term has been to learn about jobs, hierarchy and food in Ancient
Egypt. The students built pyramids with real secret passages, as well
as using multi-cubes to make 3D shapes in maths.

Birds have been the focus of our outdoor
learning. The annual RSPB garden bird
census inspired us to research more on the
wonderful wildlife around us. On the coast
we are lucky to have numerous buzzards
and kestrels. We have been out birdwatching and saw and heard the call of both
birds. We also learnt about their style of flight and prey. To conclude, we have
also made a mess making bird feeders, well Miss Neale, Miss Olivey and Miss
Haynes did!! I’m sure the birds will appreciate all of their efforts.

OLIVE CLASS
Mrs Price explained the rules of being in an
online classroom. The children enjoyed
Mindfulness Bingo and on another day they
played Never Have I Ever!

Have you ever eaten a bug? Have you ever ridden
a horse? Have you ever eaten cold pizza? Have
you ever been on an aeroplane?
They also had a pet meet and greet. Some of the
pets were more camera shy than others!

Thank you to all our
remote learners, from all
key stages, for joining us in
their Google Classrooms.
Well done!

TOP MARKS FOR YEAR 10 PRESENTATIONS ON GEORGE STEPHENSON!

POPLAR
CLASS

Whether our children are in school or working at home – they have achieved
some brilliant work this half term. Our Humanities topic has been Travel and
Transport and Year 10 were asked to research and create a presentation on
George Stephenson, the ‘Father’ of the steam train, who paved the way for
modern railways.

Without exception, the work has been amazing and Mrs Gilman is very proud of how they have risen to the
challenge! They have used their skills to find out lots of interesting facts, they have set out their slides
professionally, keeping the information simple and concise and have chosen appropriate pictures for interest.
Thank you to all the parents at home who have supported their children with this work as they are probably
learning new IT skills as well! This is work is of the highest standard and will be invaluable evidence for their
coursework. Well done! Ryver has kindly allowed us to share her wonderful presentation, below.

Year 10 pupils have been following different instructions. Lianne
made the 'bag' parachute which she trialled by dropping it out
of an upstairs window and it worked brilliantly. She even used
her knowledge of compass points to mark out the string
attachments. Rosie made the balloon car following the
instructions carefully. It didn't work as well as we had hoped,
but she demonstrated that you can create great designs by
recycling things from around the house - super work, girls!

LIANNE’S AMAZING PARACHUTING PIG!

ROSIE’S BALLOON
CAR

