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As another busy term comes to an end, we 

say goodbye to 3 of our Governors. Rachel 

Middleton has been a valued member of our 

team for several years as a Parent Governor 

and we are most grateful for all her 

involvement – especially in the running of the 

Parent support group and Facebook page.  

Paddy Bennett has also been a part of 

Sidestrand Governors for several years and 

we thank him in particular for his role in the 

Finance Committee and Health and Safety.  

Paul Hinson has been with us for less time but 

we thank him too for his contribution and 

interest in the school. 

We are losing Gill Leah, who has been our 

clerk since 2014, and we thank her for all her 

support over the years  

This means we are looking to recruit 3 new 

Governors – 2 Parent Governors and a Co-

opted Governor. If you are interested or know 

of a suitable person, please let me know via 

the School Office, or contact Lloyd via the 

Parent Facebook page. Thank you. 

Angela Wrighton Chair of Governors 

Dates for your Diary: 

Friday 22nd July—Last day of term, finish at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 6th September—First day of  term 

Friday 21st October—Last day of term, finish at 3.00pm 

Monday 24th—Friday 28th October—Half term 

Monday 31st October—Back to School 

Friday 16th December—Last day of term, finish at 1.30pm 

I hope you will enjoy reading this 
Newsletter as much as I did.  What a 
busy term our classes have had, with 
lots of different learning opportunities 

being given.  It was great to see so many parents/carers at our 
recent Sports Day, thank you so much for supporting the event 
and the students.  What has been great this term is that we 
have been able to hold two whole school events, which we 
have not been able to do for the last couple of years.   The 
pupils really enjoyed these events and we really look forward 
to next year where we will be hopefully able to hold more face
-to-face events and more opportunities to get parents/carers 
back in the school.  

We have a number of staff leaving us at the end of this term, 
we are sadly saying goodbye to Steve Hoskins (Sixth Form), 
Sarah Adams (Transition Co-ordinator), Cat Wood (KS4 Tutor) 
Mr Bonnington (Construction TA) and Mr Grimley (KS4 
TA).  Mrs Griggs (KS3 TA), Mrs West and Mrs Ford-Richardson 
(Office staff). We wish them all the best in their new ventures, 
which includes new jobs, career changes, leaving the county 
and the country.  We are very lucky to have had two new TAs 
join us Emma Bailey and Lucy Chandler who have settled in 
well, along with four new teachers Miss McGill, Mrs Pateman, 
Mrs Pim  and Miss Davis who will all be starting with us full 
time from September.     

Hope you all have an enjoyable Summer Break and look 

forward to starting the new academic year for students on the 

6th September.  

Ms Shelly Taylor, Deputy Head 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow!  What an amazing time we had in Derbyshire - our first residential since 

Covid.  Ilam Hall is a beautiful National Trust house set in glorious scenery.  The 

YHA owns this now, but it still retains its           

landscaped gardens and has a stone bridge leading 

to the woods over a river.  Some of the children 

loved to explore the banks and hang out there in 

the evenings, whilst the more energetic played 

football or games. 

This year we had a whole floor to ourselves, and 

lots of the rooms had ensuite facilities or         

bathrooms adjacent which made it much more comfortable.  The food was   

really tasty- I think we all agreed we could get used to a cooked breakfast in the 

mornings. 

To break the journey going and coming back, 

we stopped at Belton House for lunch, a walk 

around the grounds and a chance to burn some 

energy off with the play equipment.  On the 

way back, some of the children went on the 

little train which was fun. 

On our first full day, we visited Matlock and 

went up and down the cliff in cable cars - pretty 

scary if you don’t like heights, but the views 

were incredible.  We visited the rock shop and 

gift shop and had a guided tour of an old galena mining cave.  Many of the  

children said this was a highlight of the week.  We had a quick flurry of    

trying to phone people as we managed to get a signal at the top and then 

had ice creams before returning for our evening meal and a walk. 

 

 



 

We had a bit of a change of plan for 

Wednesday, as the weather forecast 

said we were in for a thunderstorm 

and heavy rain, which would have 

made scrambling over rocks unsafe.  

So, in the morning we split into two 

groups with those who wanted to, 

climbing Thorpe Cloud Mountain and 

the other group going for a walk along the Dovedale gorge.  The weather 

was pretty kind to us, so everyone had a great morning and the stepping 

stones across the river were fun. 

In the afternoon, we decided to go along the 

Tissington Trail with the viaduct and old 

railway tunnels, which were great fun.  

We all had ice creams looking out over 

the valley in the sunshine - what       

happened to the storm?  Then it was on 

to Bakewell for tarts, puddings and gift 

shopping before returning for our Spag 

Bol and games in the evening. 

On Thursday we visited Chatsworth, the 

most over-the-top house I think we have ever visited.  The        

artwork was amazing and very diverse, from old masters to    

enormous modern sculptures.  We walked the maze, the rock  

garden, the sunken garden and up the cascade fountain - brilliant, 

but exhausting.  We spent the afternoon at the farm and petting 

zoo feeding livestock and holding guinea pigs and chicks before 

playing on the play equipment. 

The journey home was a 

long one, but the children 

never complained and enjoyed the break at Belton.  In fact, they had 

been one of the best groups I have ever taken on a residential trip - 

great fun and full of kindness to each other. I would like to thank Ashley 

Hale, Paul Harrod, Sheena Waters, Tom Wright and Dave Bonnington for 

all their help and for giving up their time.  Without staff volunteering, 

these trips would be impossible.  I hope the children enjoyed the experi-

ence and that it helped with encouraging their independence.  I am 

starting to plan the next one, so watch this space! 

Carol Gilman 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SIDESTRAND HALL SCHOOL LUNCH MENU – Term 1 AY 22-23 
 

Jelly and Gluten Free Yogurts are available for those with dietary requirements. 
Pack lunch bags –ham, cheese, tuna or egg sandwich, bottle of water, yoghurt, fruit 

PLEASE NOTE: all orders have to be placed online by Wednesday midnight via schoolmoney for the following 
week. Orders for the first week back in September will all be taken in class on the 6th September.  

 

WEEK 1 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Hot Pork & beef 
meatballs, 

sweetcorn & 
Garlic 

bread 

GF Pasta 

DF Bolognaise 

Cottage pie with 
carrots, peas 

and gravy 

GF and DF 

Bbq chicken 
melt with 
wedges & 
sweetcorn 

GF and DF 
without cheese 

Cheese and 
potato pie with 

beans 

GF and DF 

Fish fingers, 
chips & peas 

GF fish fingers 

DF 

Vegetarian 

Jacket Potato 
with Cheese 

salad 

Vegetable pizza 
(sweetcorn, 

peppers, mush-
rooms) with 

Wedges 

GF and DF 

Quorn fillet, 
roast potatoes, 

carrot, peas 
and gravy 

GF and DF 

Quorn sweet 
and sour with 

rice 

GF and DF 

Breaded veggie 
nuggets with 
chips and beans 

DF 

Dessert Fruity oatie 
with 

citrus icing 

fruit crumble 
with custard 

Cherry cupcake 
Vanilla Sponge 
with Custard 

Strawberry jelly 

Week One: 6th Sept,19th Sept,3rd Oct,17th Oct 

WEEK 2 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Hot 

Chicken curry, 
rice and naan 

bread 

GF and DF 

Sausage, York-
shire pudding, 

mash, peas and 
gravy 

GF and DF 

Roast chicken, 
roast potatoes, 
carrots, peas & 

gravy 

GF and DF 

Pasta bolo-
gnaise and gar-

lic bread 

GF and DF 

Pork & Apple 
Burger with 

chips 

GF and DF 

Vegetarian 

Shepherdess 
pie with mixed 

vegetables 

GF and DF 

Vegetable Cur-
ry with Rice & 
Naan Bread 

GF 

Vegetable 
Lattice with  

Wedges & Sal-
ad 

Jacket potato 
with cheese 

salad 

GF 

DF with beans 

Veggie burger 
with chips and 

beans 

Dessert 

Raspberry & 
chocolate 

muffin 

Cherry Oatie Orange jelly 
Apple crumble 
with custard 

Vanilla Cupcake 
With Icing 

Week Two: 12th Sept,26th Sept,10th Oct 



 

Pine, Oak and Chestnut  - Trip to  RAF Neatishead Radar Museum. 
 
Pupils were shown around a selection of the 20 rooms. Given 
talks and plotting the history of Radar since WWII up until the 
Cold War. There were lots of opportunities for the pupils to be hands on. Using 
various telecommunications to help pilots whilst airborne, trying to write backwards 

and decoding flight information. They experienced 
an 'ejector seat' and sat in a Cockpit. The pupils had 
an amazing day and 
represented the 
school brilliantly. 
 
Ms O'Hara 

VACANCY – Assistant Cook  

Hourly rate £9.79-£9.99 

20-30hrs per week over 5 days. Term Time plus 1 week. Hours to be negotiated for the right person 

along with start and finish times. Start 5th Sept 2022.  

We are looking to appoint an enthusiastic, reliable, self-motivated and dedicated person to work alongside 

our Cook Manager. 

For further information please contact Wendy Forster - School Business Manager,  

01263 579000 



Oak Class  

 

In English we have been learning about 

Films.  

Looking at different genres, 

characters, setting and  

narrative. Our chosen film is 

Willow, a story about good vs 

evil, wizards and warriors. It’s a great watch and we have 

learnt so much about the art of film making. 

In Topic we have been  

investigating local history and  

architecture through the ages. 

We took a walk around the 

school site, looked at its layout, 

previous use and the materials and shapes used in the  

construction. We have made 

our own models of buildings and 

collaborated with Pine in  

decorating a large model house 

with flint. 

We have been baking bread which was great fun Even 

better fun eating it whilst still warm and with some butter.   

Strandfest was brilliant. It was some pupils first time and it 

was great to see it back after 3 years. 

Have a great summer. Oak Class.    

Maple Class 

 

Maple class has had a busy  

summer term.  

Learning all about 

transport.  

By having a trip to 

the Sheringham  

museum to look at the old boats. Also building 

cars in the workshop and building a 

Viking ship.  

 

On the 27th 

June, Bay and Maple 

classes went to  

Bewilderwood. The    

students had an amazing day with several 

combating their fear of heights by going over the 

‘Broken Bridge’ and down very high slides. The 

staff were very proud of how well the  

students behaved and supported each other 

throughout the day. 

A fantastic day had 

by all. 

 

  

Changes to Charges for Academic 

Year 22-23 

Unfortunately costs to the school are 

ever increasing so we have no choice 

but to put up charges to 

parents from September 2022. 

School meals will be increasing to 

£2.50 per meal or £12.50 per week. 

Materials charges (which cover art and craft supplies, food  

technology lessons etc) will be increasing 

to £7/term or £42/year. 

Financial Support Vouchers 

 

The second tranche of vouchers will be issued to 

FSM and Bursary parents, who replied to the 

May letter, in the last week of term. These are 

for £45 being £15 for July and £30 for August. 

Please remember that these vouchers have a 

limited expiration date. The vouchers issued in 

May expire on 27th August. They cannot be 

used after that date and cannot be re-issued. 



Life in Residential  
This term our theme evening was exploring countries 
around the world. Firstly though the young people had to 
make a passport and get through passport control. We 
visited Jamaica, Kenya, Mexico and the Ukraine. We 
discovered what was happening in the Ukraine (in a child 
friendly way) Went on safari in Kenya, tried to run as fast as 
Usain Bolt in Jamaica and explored the wonderful foods 
from Mexico. There were lots of activities taking place. 

Everyone enjoyed visiting the different countries and learning about them.  
 

            
Jubilee celebrations 
 
We organised a barbeque  in the garden area to celebrate 
the Queen's platinum Jubilee.  
We played football and cricket. Had fun with the 
parachutes. The food was excellent, cooked by Josh and 
Tracey. We would also like to thank Hayley and Cat for the 
wonderful jubilee cakes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We would also like to welcome Sue to the residential team. We hope that Sue enjoys 
being part of the Residential team.  
 
 
  If you would like to know more about the residential provision and what we offer. Please contact Simon 
White or Simon Yockney via the school reception office for more information. 
   



 

 

 

Despite the impact of Covid the Charity had a good financial 

year ending March 21. We await the official audit of the 

accounts but income was £48304 and expenditure £35314  

giving a net profit for the year of £12920. 

Income was generated mainly from Strands charity shop but also from Amazon Smile commission, School 

photo commission and a donation from Dora Davies funeral collection. Dora was a regular visitor to the  

charity shop and we thank her family for the kind donation which has been put towards the cost of a  

pediatric defibrillator for the school. 

I am stepping down as Trustee and Chair of the 

Board of Trustees in August and the role will be 

taken on by Viv Harrington who is also Chair of 

the Governors Finance, Personnel and Premises 

Committee. We hope to add new trustees to the 

board. 

We thank all of the Trustees for their support and time running the charity and we especially thank all the 

shop volunteers who give up their time without pay to support our school. The shop not only generates a 

good profit for the charity but also provides a valuable work experience resource for our pupils. If you feel 

you would like to volunteer in the shop please get in touch with the School Business Manager.   

Steve Hoskins 

Chair of Strands Charitable Trust 

Since April 22 the charity has also supported 

the school with the following commitments:- 

New Nest swing for Clement Lodge which 

will also be used for pupils accessing Bay fa-

cilities 

Support for a pupil to attend the residential 

trip 

£500 to set up a school financial hardship 

fund  

Expenditure is made up of the running costs of the  

Charity shop and the following donations to the school 

in line with the aims of the charity:- 

Trampoline and picnic bench for Clement Lodge 

Whole school -  trip to Kingswood, visit from Rascally 

Diner Theatre group and a virtual author visit for world 

book day as well as Christmas presents. 

X box console and games for Residential 

Bicycles for use by 6th form and financial support for 

transport for a pupil. 

The charity shop also collected £187 for Brain Tumour 

research in memory of Liz who set the shop up. 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

If your child will be collected by you instead of their usual taxi,  

ENSURE YOU CALL RECEPTION ON 01263 578144 AND  

NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL ON 03448008020 



 Acorns Class  

Acorns class has learned in 
topic about Ancient Romans. 
We made some Roman 

shields which are used for protection against swords 
and spears of the enemy. Furthermore we practised a 
testudo formation and used the command “Advance”  
to move closely and in unity. 

Sixth Form Hospitality students visit The Sea Marge Hotel  

in Overstrand 

We were very lucky to be able to visit the Sea Marge Hotel and to be shown 

around by Karoline, the manager, who showed us all areas of the hotel and 

patiently answered all of our questions about jobs in the hotel.  

We were able to go into two lovely ensuite bedrooms, one of them had a 

Jacuzzi bath! The hotel has a very old, very small, lift with two doors that must 

be shut in order for it to work. We enjoyed using it although some of us chose 

to use the stairs.  

We looked at all the different menus and the huge kitchens. The visit inspired 

some of our students to work there one day.  

 

 Conkers Class 

 

 

Look at these  

stunning  

Strandfest  

inspired nails  

belonging to 

Miss Thurston in  

Conkers Class! 

ABSENCE LINE—01263 578144 

If your child is absent from school please ring before 9am with full 

details of absence.  

(i.e. the specific symptoms your child has)  

THANK YOU 

 



 

 

your rubbish and 

put it into the bin 

please! 

 

To help save our 

wildlife from 

partying on the 

plastic that’s not 

so fantastic. 

 

Some of the Sixth Form at Sidestrand have been doing Land Studies. This has 
involved many activities, ranging from working on a farm to garden 

maintenance, but one activity that is coming to 
fruition now is our allotment. This has been a 
tremendous success with several students taking 
great care over the vegetables we have been growing, 
despite the dry weather. They have been out every 
day watering, weeding and tending the plants. We 
harvested the rhubarb and made our own rhubarb crumble to eat with ice cream. We 
have also harvested the new Rocket potatoes and made dauphinoise and boulangere 
potatoes. The Sixth Form hospitality group are also making use of our harvest to make 

bombay potatoes to go with their curry. We should also have runner & broad beans, onions, beetroots and 
carrots to be harvested before the summer holiday. For those that return next September there will be Maris 
Piper potatoes and pumpkins to be had. 

 

 



Fig class 

Fig Class has had a busy Summer Term. As part of our 

Rocks topic, we visited Cromer Museum and learnt how to 

identify and find our own fossils. We enjoyed searching for 

them on the beach where some of us even found some belemnites. 

We particularly enjoyed the ice cream at the end!  

The food focus continued in lessons where we made the rock cycle using 

chocolate. We squashed it for sedimentary rock, squashed and heated it for 

metamorphic rock and melted it for igneous rock. We have even made our own dinosaur fossils out of Plaster 

of Paris! We really enjoyed signing 'Somewhere Over Rainbow' at Strandfest as well as singing 'Three Little 

Birds'. We have also taken part in Norwich Schools Pride Week colouring posters and discussing stereotypes. 

In Outdoor Learning, we have been growing sunflowers, tomato plants and wildflowers. The bees are very 

happy. Mrs Harvey brought in a Mimosa Pudica, a shame or sensitive plant, that reacts to light, touch and 

movement. We liked it so much we have been trying to grow our own.  We can't wait to see if they grow 

enough to take them home in the summer.   

Olive Class 

Bert's amazing Creatures came into visit Olive class and others. We learnt some 

fascinating facts about how reptiles survive. The children excitedly handled the creatures 

with care. We all had a fantastic time.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

It has been a very busy Summer term for the PE department. Lots 
of trips, different activities and of course Sports Day have taken 

place.  
 
 

28 students represented Sidestrand Hall School at the English 
Special Schools Athletics competition on June the 24th. All of the 

students were excellent on the day with their attitude and 
behaviour. Lots of medals were also won as you can see. 

 
 

The ‘This Girl Can’ programme continued over this term with the 
girls receiving football sessions delivered by Paul Hunter from 

Norwich City Community Sports Foundation. The group also got 
to visit Able2B gym in Norwich and have a day with Jon Thaxton 
trying out team games, boxing and circuit training. The girls have 

done so well in supporting one another and trying new things. 
We are really proud of them all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In PE over the summer term we completed a block of lessons on athletics. The activities included sprinting, 
relays, javelin, discus, shot putt, standing long jump and the parachute run. Recently all the groups have 

moved on to Cricket with some groups having Norfolk ECB coach Andy Boocock come in to deliver some super 
sessions to a few classes.  



 

 

 

 

Sports Day finally returned in 2022! It was fantastic to see all of the students enjoying the day in their house 

colours. There was plenty of activities to have a go at including the space hopper race, welly wanging, 

parachute run, the famous egg and spoon plus many more. Plenty of points were on offer throughout the 

day and extra points for those dancing to the music Mr Smith was playing, I don't think I saw Olive class ever 

stop dancing! In the afternoon it was great to share part of the day with parents and guardians with sprint, 

relay and even parent races to finish with. Well done to everyone who took part and a 

special well done to YELLOW house who were the 2022 Sports Day winners.  

 

 

 



S RANDFEST 2022 
We were very excited that Strandfest was able to go ahead for the first time since 2019 and what a day it 

was! All Staff and Students thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Here are a few pictures. 


