
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

SIDESTRAND HALL SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
8th February 2019 

Welcome to our latest Newsletter   

Key Stage 4 Students Have Their Say! 
Key Stage 4 Humanities is updating its curriculum to become more relevant to 

young people today.  We asked students what they would like to learn and they 

said they wanted to study current world matters as well as the more traditional 

history, geography and religious educational topics.  They also requested a new 

subject of learning every half term instead of the whole term schemes.  They do, 

however, want to keep the trips and visits as they said these put their learning into 

context.  I have had lots of fun devising the curriculum which we will implement 

straight away rather than wait for September.  Look out for the new version when 

the KS4 webpage is updated in the very near future.   

Science teaching in KS4. 

Last term the science department trialled a novel way of teaching 

science to our KS4 pupils based around the Google G-Suite of 

programs. It was hoped this would provide our pupils greater access to 

IT, allowing for a more flexible and bespoke learning experience than 

could always be achieved in the classroom / laboratory. The pupils 

accessed all materials for their AQA science unit ‘Chemistry in Our 

World’ through Google classroom. Pupils created their own copies of all 

worksheets from masters and completed them as required. The system 

also allows ‘text-to-talk’ for our less able readers, ‘speak-to-type’ for 

our less able writers and the ability to change fonts and page colours.  

The really marvellous news, however,  is that interested parents / 

guardians can also access the classroom to see what their child has 

been doing in school science, or find help with those awkward science 

questions you are asked! You will need to use your pupil’s nsix login 

details (which your child should know) but the material can be viewed 

on computers, tablets and smartphones as required. Any parent 

wanting more information / assistance about this can contact the 

science dept at school via the usual channels. 

Mr Williams, Mr Chadwick. KS4 Science    

Conkers Class 
As winter has set in Conkers Class have been feeding the birds 

and doing a spot of birdwatching around the school grounds. We 

have spotted some amazing sights including a pair of buzzards 

circling near the to field and an array of garden birds including 

blue tits, great tits, blackbirds, long tailed tits, gold finches, wrens 

and chaffinches. We have seen plenty of pigeons and jackdaws, a 

few carrion crows and we had a close encounter with a robin who sang to us from 

the bushes near sixth form while we were standing less than a metre away! The 

class are all very enthusiastic and are joining in by spotting birds on their journeys 

to school! We have even had the privilege of a glimpse of a great spotted 

woodpecker as we tiptoed through the woods! There has been one mystery visitor 

to the cart track area… we are researching what that could be; watch this space for 

an update! 

KS4 
Year 10 had a very 
informative visit to 
Norwich Cathedral as 
part of their 
coursework on 
Christian Places of 
Worship.  We found architecture and 
features that wowed us and also quieter 
places for private reflection.  Dillon 
seemed very at home preaching from the 
pulpit which made a change from 
listening to Mrs Gilman’s lectures! Don’t 
forget Year 10 pupils are visiting The 
Lighthouse Café in Sheringham on 8th 
February and Cromer Church on 14th 
February.  Please return the consent 
forms if you haven’t already. 

Chestnut class  
We had a fabulous day out at Gressenhall 
Museum as part of their unit on The Industrial 
Revolution.  They met with costumed 
characters, learnt about life in the workhouse, 
experienced a Victorian schoolroom and made 
drop scones in the cottage kitchen.  Here are a 
few of their highlights: 
Ryver-“I loved to see the chickens, they had 
fluffy feet and were adorable.” 
Lizzy-“ I like the interactive speaking pictures. It 
made me feel like I 
was in that era.” 
Charlie-“The trip was 
very interesting and 
informative. My 
favourite part was 
seeing the chickens that look like muppets.” 
Callum-“I liked to look at the machines and 
pistons.” 
 

Halsey House 
Last week, Chestnut class went to Halsey 
House, a care home for veterans and their 
families in Cromer.  Mr Hield had arranged for 
the pupils to go and read to the residents.  The 
pupils chose some books from the new Lower 
School library to take. Pupils comments , Anta:  
I went to Halsey House care home, old people 
live there.  It made me be very quiet and I’m 
not a talkative person.  But when I got used to 
it I read for them.  Then I had a big chat with a 
lady, who said she liked it there. 
Elizabeth:  I went to the Halsey House and met a 

lovely old lady.  We talked about her life when 

she was young.  She said that she had five 

children and one of them works for Kate 

Middleton.  Her daughter is Kate’s personal 

assistant.  I enjoyed it because I learnt about 

the past and the funny things the lady had 

done. 

Message from the Deputy Head   
I have the pleasure of being given the opportunity to work at Sidestrand Hall School as the new Deputy Headteacher.  I have spent my first four 
weeks making my way around the school…managing to only get lost a few times!  I have seen students being Successful in their learning, with 
students being treated as Individuals and that the Differences within the classroom are well supported.  I have learnt the curriculum and many 
opportunities on offer at Sidestrand to be Exciting; having even experienced a couple of outdoor learning lessons myself, which really make the most 
of the fantastic school site and all the opportunities that it brings.  
I have found the students to be Supportive of one another and a real sense of being part of a Team is evident across the school amongst both staff 
and students.  Encouraging students to be the best that they can be is essential to me whilst inspiring Resilience when learning becomes hard.  I have 
had the pleasure of being part of and even leading a KS3 Achievement assembly.  Rewarding students’ endeavours is so very important, and was a joy 
to see the students receive their certificates.  I have seen students being Nice and kind to one another, which allows students to celebrate and enjoy 
the Diversity that is within Sidestrand Hall.  I thank both the staff and students for making me feel welcome and I look forward to the coming weeks 
where I will experience more of Sidestrand Hall and get to meet and know more students, staff and parents.   
Ms Taylor 



Space Dress up Day  
Middle School are  
finishing off their 
Space Topic this 
term with a Sci-fi 
Rocket afternoon on 
Friday 15th and if 
pupils would like to 
dress up in  
Sci-fi/ Space 
costume 
that 
would be 
nice. 

Birch Class  
The children have  produced some 

amazing art work on this term's topic of 
SPACE. They created some rockets with 

abstract art backgrounds, as well as 
planets and moons using pencil, 

charcoal and watercolour paints. They 
really enjoyed using the different art 

materials. 

NUT-FREE SCHOOL 
Just a reminder that due to 

some of our pupils having seri-
ous nut allergies, we ask that 
nuts or products containing 

them, are not sent into school 

School Website 
sidestrandhall.org.uk 
Please check our school website regularly.  In addition to the necessary infor-

mation about our school (such as; Contact Information, School Policies, Forms, 

Dinner Menus, Results, Curriculum Maps, and School Diary), we run an active 

blog.  Pupils and staff from each Key Stage actively write and post pictures about 

exciting events and activities happening around the school.   

Please help us raise funds for Strands Charity when shopping on line.  If you login to the following email,  it will take you to the Easy Fundraising site for our school 
and a percentage of anything you spend will be donated to us.  This is a good way of raising funds with very little effort! 
                                                                                   www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causessidestrandhallsch 

Please send in any 
school uniform you 

no longer  require for 
use as spares for our 

pupils  

Contact Details 
Please remember to inform the school office of 

any changes to your contact information,  
mobile /home numbers, addresses, emergency 

contacts etc. 

School Transport  
Any transport issues 
please call  Norfolk 
County Council on  

0344 800 8020  

Dates for your diary: 

Wed 13th Feb  - IT Theme Day  

Fri 15th Feb  -  Last day of the half term 

Mon 25th Feb  -  Back to school  

Thurs 7th Mar  - World Book Day  

Wed 13th Mar -  KS2 & 3 Open Morning  

Thurs 14th Mar  -  KS4 & 5 Open Morning  

Mon 1st  - Fri 5th Apr  - Work Experience Y11  

Fri 5th Apr  -  Last day of term 1pm finish  

Tue 23rd Apr  -  Back to school  

Tues 30th Apr  - IT Technology Theme Day  

Tues 21st  -  Fri 24th  May - London Residential  

Fri 24th May  -  Last day of half term  

Mon 1st June  -  Back to school 

Tues 18th June  - Parent/Teacher Afternoon  

Fri 5th July  - Prize giving & Fete Day  

Wed 24th July  -  Last day of term 1pm finish  

Please could  we ask that all 
money sent into school is in 

a  named envelope  

Poorly Children  
If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, 
please remember they need to stay at 
home for 48 hours after the last  episode  

Sport  
Miss Hall and Mrs Cannell took a group of 
Key Stage 3 pupils to the Norman Centre in 
Norwich, to take part against other special 
schools in a table cricket 
competition.  Congratulations to all who 
took part, we came third  

Feeding our feathered friends 
Oak class feed the birds all year around, so 

birds always know they can visit our feeding 

station for a tasty snack.  This winter we have 

spent some Outdoor Learning lessons, 

making high-energy fat balls to help the birds 

through this cold spell.  They have really 

appreciated our efforts, and rewarded us 

with an amazing collection of birds visiting 

continuously to stock up!!  Unfortunately, a 

few cheeky squirrels also try to help 

themselves to the food, so we need to check 

the feeders every day to make sure they are 

topped up.  Oak pupils love watching the 

birds, and are very good at keeping the 

feeders well-stocked.  Many of the children 

are able to identify the birds, and they 

provide us with a fascinating display on a 

daily basis.  Well done Oak!!  Keep up the 

good work.   

Clement Lodge  
Christmas is always fun in the 
Lodge. The day everyone looks 
forward to is the Clement Lodge 
Christmas meal. We all sat down 
together to enjoy our Turkey 
dinner and Liam’s famous 
Yorkshire puddings.   
After the meal we all sang 
Christmas Carols. Our favourite 
song was the twelve days of 
Christmas which we sang twice!   
We also had a very special guest 
Tom an ex boarder. Liam said it 
was really good to see his 
friend. 
Afterwards we were so full we 

all sat and watched a Christmas 

movie (whilst the staff tidied up). 

New Uniform 
Supplier 

As of February 
12th 2019 the 

uniform supplier 
is changing from 

Tesco to My 
Clothing. 

 
www.myclothing.

com  

Catkins Class 
What a beautiful way to brave a winters 
morning! On Thursdays, Basil Mrs 
Loftus’s dog comes into school. The 
weather outside was cold but Basil 
demanded the children take him for their 
morning walk. 
The children enjoyed running around and 

playing fetch whilst looking at the icicles 

all around them! 

Sixth Form 
The sixth form Outdoor group have worked hard this term to map out a circular walk around the 
school grounds. First they created a map of the school, and then they measured a walk, using a 
pedometer and a trundle wheel. Their walk measures 965 meters and 1604 steps going through 
beautiful woodlands and taking in a sea view. They hope to share their map with other year groups, 
so that all students and staff can follow in their footsteps, getting exercise and appreciating our 
wonderful school environment. 

http://www.myclothing.com
http://www.myclothing.com

