
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

                   

SIDESTRAND HALL SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
8th December 2017 

Welcome to our latest Newsletter   

Christmas Fete  
As part of their Enterprise Unit, a team of Year 11 students and vocational students from Aylsham High School, have 

been creating seasonal gifts to sell at this years Christmas Fete. Items for sale this year range from wooden snowmen 
and reindeers to bird boxes, hedgehog hotels and much more.  

The Christmas Fete is on Friday 15th December 9.30am-1.00pm . We look forward to seeing you there! 

Year 11 
For their Humanities’ coursework, Year 11 visited Strangers Hall in Nor-
wich.  It is a lovely old Tudor building 
with authentic room sets including vases!  
We also walked down Elm Hill to look at 
the Tudor architecture.  The pupils were 
a joy to take, as always, and said they 
really learned a lot about life in the 
1600’s. 

Upper School 
Year 11 have been completing their Level 1 
Geography coursework on river processes 
which included investigating what affects the 
rate of erosion.  We all got very wet but the 
pupils demonstrated excellent skills and 
found out that if we added stones to the flow of water the river 
channel eroded faster. 

Harvest Festival  
We had another successful Harvest Festival this October and col-

lected lots of food donations to send to the food bank. Reverend 

Billings and Canon Roper led the services and it was lovely to have 

so many parents attend. The Sixth Form helped with the organisa-

tion and delivery of the donations. The Cromer and District Food 

Bank received 185.3kg of donations from us at Sidestrand, which 

will be distributed to those in need during the cold winter months.  

A huge thank you to everyone who donated food items to this fan-

tastic cause, let’s hope we can do even better next year!   

Year 10  
The pupils have been 
learning about  Anglo-
Saxons for their History 
coursework, including 
comparing modern 
clothes to Anglo-Saxon 
ones, listening to stories, 
playing Anglo Saxon 
games and listening to 
and drawing musical 
instruments. 

Beech Class  
We have been really busy with our English and Maths. We are really en-

joying The Christmas Carol – reading and watching! In maths with Mr 
Circuit we have been building nets and identifying 2D and 3D shapes. All 

pupils have made great progress in identifying word/sentence/phrase 
with picture and narrative whilst doing our English lessons.  

We have joined other classes to learn songs for our Christmas Carol ser-
vice.   

Gabby, Edwin and James have also been busy baking and working well in 
the kitchen making delicious things. 

On our morning walks we have been looking out for autumnal colours 
and wildlife and practising our road safety.  

Sausage rolls, asparagus, sundried tomatoes and olive loaves were made 
in food tech. 

Bay Class  
As part of Bay class’ project on animals this half term we have learned 
how to respect and look after our pets. A valuable part of this learning has 
been for us to encounter and experience animals in the classroom. These 
opportunities have allowed for individuals in the class who would normal-
ly not see animals close up in their everyday lives, to learn how to be safe 

around them. We would like to pass on the 
thanks from Bay class and the parents that wrote 
in to Mr Williams for showing us his fish, Mr Da-
vis for bringing in his dog Luna and to Lauren who 
amazed us with her dog’s tricks. This has been a 
highlight of the pupils’ half term and a very bene-
ficial part of their curriculum.  
On Friday 17th December Bay class visited Amazo-

na Zoo in Cromer. While we were at the zoo we saw lots of different ani-
mals and talked about whether they were mammals, reptiles or birds. We 
were really happy to go into the Tropical House to see the snakes and 
Caiman crocodiles as it was freezing outside. After lunch we went to play 
on the play area and as a treat as we had behaved so well we played in 
the Jungle Tumbles soft play area. We had a lovely day.  



Remember you can keep up to date by visiting our 

school website – www.sidestrandhall.org.uk  or Twitter 

feed @SidestrandHall 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

Wed 13th Dec  -  Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day 

Thurs 14th Dec  - Church Carol Services 10.30am & 1.30pm 

Fri 15th  Dec  -  Christmas Fete  9.30am-1pm 

Tue 19th Dec  - Last day of term  1pm finish  

Thurs 4th Jan  -  Back to school Spring term  

Fri 9th Feb  - Last day of half term 

Mon 19th Feb  - Back to school  

Mon 5th—Fri 9th March  - Yr 11 Work Experience  

Wed 28th March -  Last day of term 1pm finish  

Mon 16th April  -  Back to school Summer term  

Fri 25th May  - Last day of half term  

Mon 4th June  - Back to school  

Tue 24th July  - Last day of term 1pm Finish  

Poorly Children 
      If your child has sickness or 

diarrhoea, please remember they 
need to stay at home for 48 hours 

after the last  episode  

School Uniform  
School uniform can be 

ordered online at  
www.tesco.com/ues 

Please help us raise funds for Strands Charity when shopping on line.  If you login to the following email,  it will take you to the Easy Fundraising site for 
our school and a percentage of anything you spend will be donated to us.  This is a good way of raising funds with very little effort! 

   www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causessidestrandhallsch 

Contact Details 
Please remember to inform 

the school office of any chang-
es to your contact infor-

mation, mobile /home num-
bers, addresses, emergency 

contacts etc. 

Birch Class  
Birch Class has been looking at European Artists 
and attempting to replicate the art.  For Vincent 
van Gogh’s sunflowers we used chalk and pastels 
and for L.S.Lowry’s paintings we tried black pen 
and just a little pencil crayons for shading. We 
were intrigued at the differences of styles and 
subjects the artists used for paintings. 
We are looking forward to look at further variations within the European 
Artist in further lessons. 

Sixth Form  
On Friday 3rd November Sixth Form Work-
shop students had a day learning bike skills 
with Safety Officer Nigel from Norfolk County 
Council. All the students had fun and worked 
very hard. Three students achieved their 
Basic Skills Level 1 Cycling Course Certificate 
and three others made great progress learn-
ing to ride a bike. Adult balance bikes purchased with Strands charity 
money proved a great hit and really helped students gain more confi-
dence on a bike. Well done Sixth Form! 

Please send in any school 
uniform you no longer     

require for use as spares for 
our pupils  

 

Emergency School Closures 
Whilst the school endeavours to stay open, I would 
like to remind you of the School Closure Procedures 

due to bad weather. 
 As the school is located in quite an isolated position, 
if the weather deteriorates during the school day, it 
may be that transport will decide to come and col-

lect your child early.  We shall notify you but please 
be prepared for this should, for example, it start to 
snow heavily. Please be aware that sometimes indi-
vidual transport companies may decide not to oper-
ate in the morning, if they feel their route would be 

unsafe. 
 The school will notify all parents of closure through 
the text messaging service.  It is very important that 
we have an up-to-date mobile number for you at all 
times and, if this is not possible, an emergency con-

tact number. 
  

If school closes due to bad weather overnight or fol-
lowing a weekend, parents can seek advice through 

the following means: 
 listen to your local radio stations or check the web-

site at www.schoolclosures.norfolk.gov.uk and 
school website www.sidestrandhall.org.uk  

Please could  we ask that all 
money sent into school is in a  

named envelope  

Have a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Back to School on Thursday January 4th 2018 

Birch Class 
In our Topic work, we looked at the River Rhine and its surroundings.  
We made a large display for the school corridor, showing our work. The 
Science department helped with the 
lighting, installing a switch for everybody 
to light up some of the interesting points 
along the river. There are pictures of the 
Lorelei, ships on the river, paddocks and 
lots more. Using our knowledge of shape, 
we made paper houses and coloured 
them.  
 
We also enjoyed taking our learning out-
side the classroom. The children have 
been learning to identify plants and sea-
sonal changes and used these experiences 
to support our creative writing and maths. 
For Children in Need, we had fun meeting 

other house members for games and fun 

raising activities. 

Catkins/ Blossom Class 
Lower school had a visit from Basil 
 the Cockerpoo who is 5 months old.   
We are hoping he will be making more  
visits in the future. 

http://www.schoolclosures.norfolk.gov.uk/
http://www.sidestrandhall.org.uk/

