
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

SIDESTRAND HALL SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
14th December 2018 

Welcome to our latest Newsletter   

Lower School 
For Julia Donaldson Day in Lower School, Catkins 
class focused on the story 'Room on the 
Broom'.  The children created a fabulous collage of 
the dragon, the witch and the broom. The children 
listened to the story and acted out parts of it, they 
also made their own magic wands. 

‘Hello Parents and Carers’ 
 As term goes on we are looking forward to Christmas which is 
always a busy time in school. Our long awaited Ofsted inspection 
took place and we are all pleased it went well. Some Governors 
enjoyed visiting the activities as part of the recent Art Theme Day. 
We have welcomed Vivien Harrington to the Governing Board. She 
has experience in Fundraising and will be working to help raise 
money which will provide more resources for our children. 
Although that means our Governing Board is complete, we are 
always interested to hear of people who have expertise which 
would be of benefit to the school, who might want to join us in the 
future. All details can be found on the school website and we can 
be contacted via the school office. We look forward to meeting 
you at school events – look out for the orange coloured lanyards 
with Governor written on them and feel free to stop us for a chat!   

6th Form 
On Monday 3rd December  the 6th Form Animal Care Group braved 
the weather to spend 3 hours on the dunes at Waxham Sands to 
watch the pupping of the Grey Seals. 
This is one of the few accessible mainland Grey Seal breeding sites in 
the UK. Grey Seals are one of the largest mammals and around half 
of the world's population are found in Britain, so the Norfolk Colony 
is therefore one of the best sites in the world to see seal pups. This 
stretch of east coast is part of the Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and is well known for its scenery and wildlife.  
Factfile: 
1.The females arrive on the beach first and give birth to their pup the 
following day 
2.The pups are fed milk by their mother for three weeks, with the 
milk containing 60% fat 
3. Pups are born with a white coat that is NOT waterproof, hence 
why they are born on the beach 
4. The males arrive later and compete for the best position on the 
beach, next to a female. 
5. Once the females have weaned their pups, they mate again 
shortly after and give birth here next year 
6. Young seal pups teach themselves how to catch food and live at 
sea 
7. More than half of the pups born at Waxham will probably not 
survive their first year 
8. Males can grow over 3M in length and weigh more than 300KG, 
with females smaller and lighter 

 

Head Teacher’s Report   
Well the term is whizzing by with lots happening as usual and two Ofsted visits! 
The term started well and building work over the school Summer holidays meant pupils returned to refurbished toilets, a bright blue fence 
on the playground and  new bathrooms on residential. Our thanks go to Mark Smith and his team for their hard work over the Summer.  
The School is once again larger in numbers than before, 179 pupils and really is at its limit without a new building. Parents may have seen in 
the newspapers that Norfolk County Council have agreed to invest £120 million to expand provision for pupils with Special Educational 
Needs. I am trying to campaign for a replacement of our main school building which is really beyond economic repair.  
We have recently interviewed for a school business manager and have appointed Wendy Forster from Northampton who started at the 
beginning of December and a two day interview process led to Shelley Taylor being appointed as our new Deputy Head Teacher. Shelley is 
currently a deputy head teacher at a special school in Peterborough and will start in January 2019. 
This term we have also had two visits from Ofsted, one for residential and one for the School. Both inspections were graded as GOOD.  
 Some quotes from the Ofsted report: 
‘You provided a haven for pupils who can focus on their learning and develop the essential independent skills needed throughout life’ 
‘Pupils are happy and enjoy coming to the school to learn’ 
‘Pupils at the school enjoy a vast range of activities in all subjects, which simultaneously nurture and challenge pupils in their learning’ 

6th Form  
The Sixth Form Employability Group visited Tesco, Sheringham.  
Community Manager , Sue gave us a behind the scenes tour to 
help us find out the different jobs at a supermarket and how a 
supermarket works. We learnt about different roles such as 
managers, customer service, stock workers, till workers and many 
more! We saw the huge fridge and freezer rooms, where goods 
are brought in by lorry and the massive cages where alcohol and 
other expensive goods are stored. Sue gave us a lot of information 
about what it is like to work for Tesco and what is expected of 
employees. Jack impressed Sue by asking some great questions 
about the jobs. 
Oliver: ‘If I were to work at Tesco the job I would choose would be 
a trolley collector.’ 
Katie: ‘I really enjoyed going to find out the different jobs that are 
involved is running a supermarket and I found out what was 
expected of the staff that work at Tesco’s. If I was going to work at 
Tesco’s the job I would like would be behind the scenes sorting 
out the stock from the lorries. I would prefer this to working with 
customers in the supermarket. 
Thomas: ‘ When we visited tesco I enjoyed hearing about the jobs 

they do and I would like to work there. The job I would like would 

be trolley 

collector and 

shelf stacker.’ 



Year 11 
Our Year 11 students have been carrying out investigations 
on erosion for their coursework on 
Rivers. The children found it very 
funny when the hose came off the 
tap and Mrs Gilman was soaked!   

NUT-FREE SCHOOL 
Just a reminder that due to 
some of our pupils having 

serious nut allergies, we ask 
that nuts or products con-
taining them, are not sent 

into school 

School Website 
sidestrandhall.org.uk 
Please check our school website regularly.  In addition to the necessary 

information about our school (such as; Contact Information, School Policies, 

Forms, Dinner Menus, Results, Curriculum Maps, and School Diary), we run an 

active blog.  Pupils and staff from each Key Stage actively write and post pictures 

about exciting events and activities happening around the school.   

Please help us raise funds for Strands Charity when shopping on line.  If you login to the following email,  it will take you to the Easy Fundraising site for our school 
and a percentage of anything you spend will be donated to us.  This is a good way of raising funds with very little effort! 
                                                                                   www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causessidestrandhallsch 

Please send in any school 
uniform you no longer  

require for use as spares 
for our pupils  

Contact Details 
Please remember to inform the school office of 

any changes to your contact information,  
mobile /home numbers, addresses, emergency 

contacts etc. 

School Uniform  
School uniform can be 

ordered online at  
www.tesco.com/ues 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Tue 18th Dec  -  Last day of term 1pm finish  

Thurs 3rd Jan  - Back to school  

Fri 25th  - Jan  - Yr 8 & 9  girls HPV Vaccines  

Wed 6th Feb -  School Cross Country  

Wed 13th Feb  - IT Theme Day  

Fri 15th Feb  -  Last day of the half term 

Mon 25th Feb  -  Back to school  

Thurs 7th Mar  - World Book Day  

Wed 13th Mar -  KS2 & 3 Open Morning  

Thurs 14th Mar  -  KS4 & 5 Open Morning  

Fri 5th Apr  -  Last day of term 1pm finish  

Tue 23rd Apr  -  Back to school  

Fri 24th May  -  Last day of half term  

Mon 1st June  -  Back to school 

Wed 24th July  -  Last day of term 1pm finish  

Please could  we ask that all 
money sent into school is in 

a  named envelope  

Poorly Children  
If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, please remember they 
need to stay at home for 48 hours after the last  episode  

Year 10  
A group of Year 10’s visited Cromer to do some shopping! They 
had a list of things to find and purchase which also required 
them to ask for items over the counter and make sure they had 
the correct money.  Fynley, Amy, Daisy and Marley impressed 
us with their shopping skills and Marley was super excited with 
the toy 
van he 
found. 

Poppy Appeal raised 
£25.35, thanks for your 
contributions  

6th Form 
We braved the rain to visit Blickling Hall, to look at the 
Christmas decorations and lights. Unfortunately the rain had a 
major impact on the garden lights, which were struggling, but 
we were invited into the Hall to help decorate the servants' 
Christmas Tree with pine cones and dried fruit. We looked 
around the rooms at all the decorations and searched for the 
mischievous elves. The Library was particularly interesting with 
some superb paper cut celebrations of the 12 days of 
Christmas. Once we had found (nearly) all the elves we set 
about hunting the gardens for Santa's reindeer. Successfully 
found, we retired for hot chocolate and mince pies before 
returning home, much the better for a beautiful day out. 

Chestnut class 
We had a fabulous day out at Gressenhall Museum as part of their 
unit on The Industrial Revolution.  They met with costumed 
characters, learnt about life in the workhouse, experienced a 
Victorian schoolroom and made drop scones in the cottage kitchen.  
Here are a few of their highlights: 
Ryver-“I loved to see the chickens, they had fluffy feet and were 
adorable.” 
Lizzy-“ I like the interactive speaking pictures. It made me feel like I 
was in that era.” 
Aleyna-“I found it interesting to learn about the school 
punishments, you could get beaten.” 
Charlie-“The trip was very interesting and informative. My favourite 
part was seeing the chickens that look like muppets.” 
Joseph- “I liked to make the drop scones and went in the village 
shop. I enjoyed eating lunch in a chapel. “ 
Eleanor-“I found out about the stuffed rabbit, which was 
interesting.” 
Callum-“I liked to look at the machines and pistons.” 
Thomas-“The swing was very fun. I liked the 
machines and dressing up too. I definitely 
liked the drop scones, they were delicious.” 
Anta-“The food we made was delicious.” 


