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Welcome to our latest Newsletter 

 
 

This half term Bay class have 

been learning about China. We 

have read lots of stories set in 

China and about dragons. We 

have learned about the Great 

Wall and the terracotta army 

and even tried to count to 10 in Mandarin! We have produced lots of lovely art 

work which is displayed in the corridor. We have made collages of dragons and 

made dragons out of boxes. We have also made dragons out of pipe cleaners. We 

have written our names using Chinese characters and written reports about Chi-

na. We have had a lot of fun learning about China! 

Sidestrand Signalong Choir 
This term we have started a       
Signalong Choir.   
So far it has proved very popular 
with over 40 pupils attending each 
week. 
This term we have been learning 
the lyrics and signs for Take That’s 
‘Shine’. 
We will be performing to the rest 
of the school during assembly and 
making a special appearance at the 
Christmas Fayre on 9th December. 

In Friendship week Bay class enjoyed doing lots of different activities as 
a team. This included playing lots of board games together such as 
Friendship Bingo! That was made especially for Friendship week by Mrs 
Garwood and Miss Dewing. Thank you we had a lovely time playing it. 

Olive Class  
On Friday afternoon Olive class enjoy Enrichment. This 
week Olive had to team build a tower around other 
pupils! The boys had lots of fun working together to 
make the tower tall and sturdy and  especially enjoyed 
bursting out of the tower when the tower was complet-
ed!'  

Signalong at Sidestrand 
Over the past 18 months Mrs Carter and Miss Winteringham have been working hard to turn Sidestrand Hall 
School into a signing school using Signalong. Signalong is a sign-supported communication system that helps 
to support children and young people to communicate. 
We would like to invite parents and carers to attend a 4 week course in the new term where you can learn a 
range of signs to support your children at home. 
The dates for our first parent/carer course are: 
Thursday 12th January 9:30am -11:30am 
Thursday 19th January 9:30am -11:30am 
Thursday 26th January 9:30am -11:30am 
Thursday 2nd February 9:30am -11:30am 
 
We can train up to 15 people per course.  This is a free course and refreshments will be available.  There will 
be the option to purchase Signalong resources on the course. 
 
If you would like to attend please contact the school office on 01263 578144 or email  
office@sidestrandhall.norfolk.sch.uk 
We are aware that not everyone will be able to attend these dates or times so we will be offering other 
dates later in the year.   
If you would like more information about what Signalong is please visit their website  
http://www.signalong.org.uk/ or call the school and ask for Mrs Carter or Miss Winteringham. 
 
We look forward to seeing some of you in January. 

Bay Class  

Message from the Head teacher 
Once again it has been a packed term. As you are aware the school had to close due to staff absence and I want to thank parents and carers for 
their understanding on this. 
You may have seen the ‘topping off’ ceremony for the Sixth Form new building in the EDP. Gills have worked tirelessly for a December handover 
but unfortunately UK Power Networks have called for a road closure which will delay the handover to February! The road closure will be from 
Monday 19th December. The School needs a new electrical feed and the road is simply not wide enough to ensure the safety of the workmen. 
As you will be aware the School is now in full swing for Christmas and the end of term. Many thanks for your support at the Christmas Fair. To 
date we have raised £1625 and it is still rising. A big thanks to our mechanics/construction and premises team for leading on this and creating 
the wonderful wooden items that were so popular.  
Wishing you all a Fabulous Christmas and an even better 2017. 

mailto:office@sidestrandhall.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.signalong.org.uk/


Remember you can keep up to date by 

visiting our school website – 

www.sidestrandhall.norfolk.sch.uk or 

Twitter feed @SidestrandHall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Thurs 5th Jan  -  Back to school  

Mon 6th Feb  - Fri 10th Feb  -  E Safety 
Week  

Fri 10th Feb  -  End of term  

Mon 13th  - Fri 17th Feb  - Half  term  

Mon 20th Feb  - Back to school 

Fri 31st Mar  - End of term 

Mon 3rd - Mon 17th Apr  - Easter Hol-
iday  

Tue 18th April  - Back to school  

Fri 26th May  -  End of term 

Mon 29th  May -  Fri 2nd June  - Half 
term  

Fri 21st July  -  End of term  

Poorly Children 
If your child has sickness or diar-

rhoea, please remember they need 
to stay at home for 48 hours after 

the last  episode  

Could we remind parents that we do 

request a voluntary contribution of 50p 

a week towards the cost of providing 

toast when pupils arrive at school 

in the mornings. 

School Uniform  
School uniform can be 
ordered online at  
www.ff-ues.com  

RHS Garden Challenge 
 Yr11 pupils have completed the RHS garden 
space challenge. During the challenge they 
worked together to design , plan and produce 
a model of what their ideal garden space 
would look like. The pupils were all ready to 
present their completed project at Easton 
College on Friday but unfortunately, as the 
school was closed, they couldn't attend.  
The pupils have really enjoyed taking part in 
this project and are now keen to create their 
garden for real!  

Arts & Crafts Day  

On Thursday 24th November the children took part in arts and 

crafts day! Some children chose to make a Chinese Dragon! 

Two groups worked together throughout the morning to create 

the dragons head, and Pine Class created the body, made 

from hula-hoops and curtains, in the afternoon. Ryan, from 

Pine Class, worked extremely hard on the dragon head and 

brought some fabulous ideas to the table! Here is a picture of 

Ryan with the finished dragon!  

Quality Mark Award  
You may remember that in March 2016 the school was assessed for, and passed, 
the Inclusion Quality Mark award.  In October Miss Winteringham went to London 
to attend the awards ceremony.  During the ceremony the fantastic work of many 
schools, including Sidestrand, was shared to over 200 teachers and support 
staff.  Miss Winteringham said "It was a real honour to represent the school at this 

event and to be able to accept the Inclusion Quality Mark 
Award on behalf of everyone at Sidestrand Hall School."  

Catkins Class  

Last week Catkins focused on The Antarctic. As a class 

they created a beautiful icy display. All ten of them 

worked together to share resources, tools and materials. 

Individually they then made their own penguin, polar 

bear and igloo to go onto their snowy backdrop and then wrote an 

adjective to describe the cold Antarctic. 

Have a Happy Christmas and  a Happy New Year  

Back to school Thursday 5th January 2017  

Contact Details 
Please remember to inform the 
school office of any changes to 
your contact information, mobile /
home numbers, addresses, emer-
gency contacts etc 

School Information  

Pantomime  
On Friday 9th December 
Bay Class and Lower 
school  went to see Peter 
Pan the pantomime at 
Sheringham Little Thea-
tre. The children really 
enjoyed the show and 
joined in with the audi-
ence participation, 
cheered on the goodies 
and booed the baddies. 

Norwich Cathedral 

On Thursday 8th December pupils in Key Stage 3  visited 

Norwich cathedral for the Special Schools’ Carol Service. 

The pupils joined in singing several carols and watched 

the nativity. Some of our pupils 

were chosen to give presents of 

chocolates to the Baby Jesus. It was 

a really enjoyable event for all of 

the pupils and staff. 

http://www.sidestrandhall.norfolk.sch.uk

