
Spring Half Term 2  English Year 11

Applying for Jobs and Preparing for Interview
I was delighted with how our Year 11’s were so motivated when creating their
presentations on people who inspired them for our English topic last half term.
Their choices of people were a revelation to me, having never heard of people like The
Beast or Jackseptieye, both YouTubers who have raised millions for world charities, and
their conservation work is truly amazing!   I was particularly impressed with how
knowledgeable the children were when answering questions during their presentations.
The children have achieved some great evidence for their portfolios, especially with the
speaking and listening units.

This next half term is a functional skills topic, in which we need to achieve several pieces
of evidence towards the Gateway accreditation.  As we are nearing the end of the year, it
is very important for pupils to attend in order to have enough work to be entered for their
awards or certificate.

Our young adults will look at how to apply for jobs, write
formal letters of application, create a CV, and learn how to
prepare for interviews.  They will have mock interviews, taken
by our senior leaders and governors (myself and Mrs Waters
will be there as well).  These will take place on 30th and 31st
March, 2022.  Many children like to wear smart clothes as
personal presentation is covered during the topic, but a clean
and tidy school uniform is absolutely fine.

Mr Harrod and Mrs Adams have organised many careers experiences and college
opportunities later in the year, but I also plan to visit a workplace during this half term,
now that restrictions seem to be finally lifting.

We continue to improve and develop our spelling and
grammar skills, with work differentiated according to ability
levels.  In spelling we continue with long vowel spellings,
suffixes, common spellings and keywords from job
applications.  We are improving our use of compound and
complex sentences and how we use apostrophes during our
guided reading and writing sessions.  These are
differentiated to each young person’s needs and EHCP
targets.

There is a more in-depth explanation of Gateway English enclosed, as it is a bit
complicated.  If you have any questions regarding Gateway English, please do not
hesitate to email on cgilman@sidestrandhall.net and I will get back to you as soon as I
am able.

Happy Learning
Carol Gilman
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