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People Who Inspire Us Topic

Last term saw the finish of our
World War II Topic.  What a
shame Covid restrictions meant
we couldn’t go to Duxford.  It
was so disappointing and,
unfortunately, it can’t be
rebooked this year. Our Year
11’s have been brilliant though,
and worked hard on their
English evidence, despite
disruptions meaning we couldn’t
always complete some of the
things we had planned for.

The VE Day party went ahead, although we
had to be in bubbles.  The food they
cooked and froze ready for the day was
amazing, although they weren’t too
impressed with corned beef sandwiches.
They worked really hard and we have our
evidence for following instructions
completed!  It was a shame that we
couldn’t invite guests, but that did mean
there were more cakes for us.



This half term we move onto Inspirational People and Biographies.  Our young people
will think about who they find inspiring and make presentations to their class on their
chosen person.  We do have lots of books and information for them to browse, but I am
hoping they have definite ideas on who they would like to talk about.  They will be
assessed on how well they research, organise, write and present their biographies.  The
pupils watching will also be assessed on how they listen and respond.  I am looking
forward to some great questions.

To start with, we will look at a book by Marcus Rashford MBE to gain an understanding of
how to write informal texts and what features we need for biographies.  We will also
continue with our spelling and grammar work, as well as guided reading and writing
tasks.  These are differentiated to suit abilities and needs, so children will work in small
groups, pairs and one-to-one.  It is particularly pleasing to see how they help and support
each other during these sessions.

Students have individual strategy packs of
literacy work to do during strategy time, or any
spare moments in English. These are aimed at
improving the skills highlighted as targets in
their EHCP targets.  One of the activities that
they really enjoy are the memory and listening
games we do once a week first thing in the
morning.  It is wonderful to see how much they
have improved in such a short period of time.

I am hoping to put some of the children’s
finished presentations online or in the
newsletter, so keep an eye out for those.

There is a Q&A information sheet available on
Gateway English, but please don’t hesitate to email me at cgilman@sidestrandhall.net if
you have any questions.

Happy Learning
Carol Gilman
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