
Gateway English Year 11 Autumn Term 1&2   

                                                               

                                                            World War II Topic 

This term, our topic will be based around World War II.  This is a cross curricular topic with pupils 
learning about the war in history and geography and we will use this work to stimulate reading, 
writing and speaking and listening skills for their English Gateway coursework. 
 
There are many amazing stories for young people set during this time in history as well as films 
and documentaries, so there should be something to interest all the children.   We are focusing 
on The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier.  Based on a true story, it tells of the journey across war 
torn Europe and a family’s quest to be reunited. 
 
As the Gateway qualification focuses on functional skills we will be working extensively on 
information retrieval and writing to communicate.  There will be lots of activities and tasks to help 
the children improve their skills of finding and using factual information whether in books or over 
the internet.  We will also be following wartime recipes as part of their work on being able to 
follow instructions.  Near Christmas, the children organise a VE tea party with all the food 
prepared by the children, so lots of writing to communicate opportunities.   
 
There are three speaking and listening units, so this skill forms a huge 
part of achieving the accreditation.  One of the fun activities is creating 
and filming a Pathe Newsreel where they interview the public about a 
visit from Churchill.   
 
Spelling and grammar is key to writing with confidence.  Each week 
we have dedicated time to improving these skills.  Learning is 
differentiated for each student depending on their needs and where 
they are with these skills 
 
We will also keep adding to our bank of strategies to help pupils write creatively by using writing 
frames and skill builders such as DADWAVERS. 

 
With the lifting of Covid restrictions, it is hoped that we 
can once again go on trips and visits to enhance 
learning, bringing it to life.  The trips for this topic are 
The Imperial War Museum at Duxford (a very long 
day) and either the Muckleburgh Collection or 
Neatishead War Museum.  Please don’t forget to sign 
and return letters as soon as possible. 
 
I always find that families enjoy this topic with their 
children - please don’t hesitate to join in!  
Grandparents and older family members are 
invaluable in reminiscing and sharing their family 

stories and we have had some super anecdotes or artefacts sent into school in the past.   
 
I have written a question and answer fact sheet about Gateway English, but if you would like any 
further information, please don't hesitate to email me at cgilman@sidestrandhall.net  and I will get 
back to you as soon as I am able.  
 
Happy Learning 
Carol Gilman 
 


