
English Gateway Qualifications Key Stage Four 

 

 

What qualifications can my child take in English at Sidestrand Hall School? 

We offer our Key Stage Four pupils the opportunity to take The Gateway Qualifications Awards in 

English which are available from Entry Level 1, through Entry Level 2 and 3 and then to Level 1 

and 2.  There are seven awards covering reading, writing and speaking and listening.  If children 

are able to take all seven awards, they build a portfolio to be entered for the overall Certificate in 

English at their level.   These awards and the certificate are recognised qualifications and prepare 

our learners for the challenges of their next steps in education, whether sixth form or college. Many 

students, who move onto college, will then continue by taking Functional Skills Awards or GCSE 

English. 

 

Will they have to sit exams? 

These qualifications are assessed through a portfolio of evidence, eliminating the need for exams, 

which some of our pupils may find stressful.  It also means that the majority of children will be able 

to achieve accreditation in at least one unit, even if they are working far below their chronological 

age.  This is so important for building motivation, perseverance and self-esteem for all our pupils, 

whatever their needs or disabilities. 

 

For some students who are able to achieve the higher levels of the Gateway Certificate, this could 

mean that they are not required to complete the preparatory foundation year of their chosen 

college courses. 

 

How do they achieve the portfolio of evidence? 

Pupils begin their Gateway learning in year 10 through termly or half-termly topics of work created 

to inspire and motivate: with an emphasis on great books and fun activities and experiences.  Most 

of the topics are strongly linked to functional skills, so that pupils begin to feel confident when 

communicating in real-life situations.   

 

Pupils are expected to give their best efforts and we encourage and support them in organising 

their folders so that they present their coursework as something to be truly proud of.  They are 

given oral or written feedback every step of the way with final-piece assessments at the end of 

every half term.  These are discussed with students, so that they know where they are excelling 

and what they need to do to improve.  

 

In year 11, we continue to build on pupils' skills, whilst making sure that all the criteria required for 

each award has been met.  The seven possible units include: two reading, two writing and three 

speaking and listening.  To gain the overall certificate, all units must be completed and the level will 

be taken from the lowest unit achieved.  (This is important to understand as some students may 

find an area of English more challenging.  For example, some dyslexic students may achieve 

higher levels in their speaking and listening units, whereas other pupils may find speaking a 

challenge.) 

 

Learning will still be taught in topics and we continue to read some fabulous fiction and develop our 

creative writing, but the emphasis is now more on functional skills, and we prepare for adulthood 

by exploring the world of work.   

 



Portfolios are teacher assessed throughout the two years.  In Year 11, portfolios need to be 

completed with all the administrative work ready for an external assessment at the end of June, so 

a very busy time for everyone! 

 

What if my child has difficulties with reading and writing when they enter Year 10? 

With the nature of the school, we understand that our pupils have a wide range of needs and are 

often working at varying levels of ability.  Classes are small which means we can differentiate to 

meet the individual needs of the pupils according to their EHCP’s.  As well as reading during 

lesson time, Sidestrand Hall has built a specific reading time into its daily timetable for all students 

by following the Accelerated Reading Programme.  We also provide tailored intervention 

programmes for students which cover all areas of communicating in English.  It is often spelling 

and grammar that proves the most challenging for pupils when entering year 10, and we work 

extensively on improving these skills during lessons and during strategy time in the morning. 

 

Will they have to do homework? 

The simple answer is ‘no’, as we understand that our children often have long days through travel.  

However, it is always welcome if you are able to listen to them read or you can read to them.  

Please don’t feel the need to make it a ‘lesson’.  Just sharing a book during some downtime is a 

lovely way to encourage reading. If your child has any particular difficulties with spelling, and they 

feel they want to, we can always send some words or spelling strategies home to practise, but we 

don’t want this to turn into a hassle for parents/carers and their children, so this is only suitable for 

the very keen! 

 

What would be brilliant is looking at signs, labels, information leaflets, instructions, recipes and 

even letters and forms, as and when they occur.  This way, children realise the importance of good 

communication skills and how they will help them in life.  Learning their address and full name and 

date of birth will also be very beneficial for our functional skills topics. 

 

Happy Learning 

Carol Gilman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


